
To the Right Honourable the Lord President of the Council of State: These. 
 
Musselburgh, 30th July, 1650. 
 
MY LORD, 
 
We marched from Berwick upon Monday, being the 22d of July; and lay at my 
Lord Mordington's house, Monday night, Tuesday, and Wednesday.  On 
Thursday we marched to Copperspath; on Friday to Dunbar, where we got 
some small pittance from our ships; from whence we marched to Haddington. 
 
On the Lord's day, hearing that the Scottish Army meant to meet us at 
Gladsmoor, we laboured to possess the Moor before them; and beat our 
drums very early in the morning.  But when we came there, no considerable 
body of the Army appeared.  Whereupon Fourteen-hundred horse, under the 
command of Major-General Lambert and Colonel Whalley, were sent as a 
vanguard to Musselburgh, to see likewise if they could find out and attempt 
any thing upon the Enemy; I marching in the heel of them with the residue of 
the Army.  Our party encountered with some of their horse; but they could not 
abide us.  We lay at Musselburgh, encamped close, that night; the Enemy's 
Army lying between Edinburgh and Leith, about four miles from us, 
entrenched by a Line flankered from Edinburgh to Leith; the guns also from 
Leith scouring most part of the Line, so that they lay very strong. 
 
Upon Monday, 29th instant, we were resolved to draw up to them, to see if 
they would fight with us.  And when we came upon the place, we resolved to 
get our cannons as near them as we could; hoping thereby to annoy them.  
We likewise perceived that they had some force upon a Hill that overlooks 
Edinburgh, from whence we might be annoyed; 'and' did resolve to send up a 
party to possess the said Hill;-which prevailed:  but, upon the whole, we did 
find that their Army were not easily to be attempted.  Whereupon we lay still 
all the said day; which proved to be so sore a day and night of rain as I have 
seldom seen, and greatly to our disadvantage; the Enemy having enough to 
cover them, and we nothing at all considerable.  Our soldiers did abide this 
difficulty with great courage and resolution, hoping they should speedily come 
to fight.  In the morning, the ground being very wet, 'and' our provisions 
scarce, we resolved to draw back to our quarters at Musselburgh, there to 
refresh and revictual. 
 
The Enemy, when we drew off, fell upon our rear; and put them into some 
little disorder: but our bodies of horse being in some readiness, came to a 
grabble with them; where indeed there was a gallant and hot dispute; the 
Major-General and Colonel Whalley being in the rear; and the Enemy drawing 
out great bodies to second their first affront.  Our men charged them up to the 
very trenches, and beat them in.  The Major-General's horse was shot in the 
neck and head; himself run through the arm with a lance, and run into another 
place of his body,-was taken prisoner by the Enemy, but rescued immediately 
by Lieutenant Empson of my regiment.  Colonel Whalley, who was then 
nearest to the Major-General, did charge very resolutely; and repulsed the 
Enemy, and killed divers of them upon the place, and took some prisoners, 



without any considerable loss.  Which indeed did so amaze and quiet them, 
that we marched off to Musselburgh, but they dared not send out a man to 
trouble us.  We hear their young King looked on upon all this, but was very ill 
satisfied to see their men do no better. 
 
We came to Musselburgh that night; so tired and wearied for want of sleep, 
and so dirty by reason of the wetness of the weather, that we expected the 
Enemy would make an infall upon us.  Which accordingly they did, between 
three and four of the clock this morning; with fifteen of their most select 
troops, under the command of Major-General Montgomery and Strahan, two 
champions of the Church:-upon which business there was great hope and 
expectation laid.  The Enemy came on with a great deal of resolution; beat in 
our guards, and put a regiment of horse in some disorder: but our men, 
speedily taking the alarm, charged the Enemy; routed them, took many 
prisoners, killed a great many of them; did execution 'to' within a quarter of a 
mile of Edinburgh; and, I am informed, Strahan was killed there, besides 
divers other Officers of quality.  We took the Major to Strahan's regiment, 
Major Hamilton; a Lieutenant-Colonel, and divers other Officers, and persons 
of quality, whom yet we know not.  Indeed this is a sweet beginning of your 
business, or rather the Lord's; and I believe is not very satisfactory to the 
Enemy, especially to the Kirk party.  We did not lose any in this business, so 
far as I hear, but a Cornet; I do not hear of four men more.  The Major-
General will, I believe, within few days be well to take the field.  And I trust this 
work, which is the Lord's, will prosper in the hands of His servants. 
 
I did not think advisable to attempt upon the Enemy, lying as he doth: but 
surely this would sufficiently provoke him to fight if he had a mind to it.  I do 
not think he is less than Six or Seven thousand horse, and Fourteen or Fifteen 
thousand foot.  The reason, I hear, that they give out to their people why they 
do not fight us, is, Because they expect many bodies of men more out of the 
North of Scotland; which when they come, they give out they will then engage.  
But I believe they would rather tempt us to attempt them in their fastness, 
within which they are entrenched; or else hoping we shall famish for want of 
provisions;-which is very likely to be, if we be not timely and fully supplied.  I 
remain, 
 
My Lord, 
Your most humble servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
'P.S.'  I understand since writing of this Letter, that Major General 
Montgomery is slain. 
 


