
For the Honourable William Lenthall, Speaker of the Parliament of England: 
These. 
 
Dunbar, 4th September, 1650. 
 
SIR, 
 
I hope it's not ill taken, that I make no more frequent addresses to the 
Parliament.  Things that are in trouble, in point of provision for your Army, and 
of ordinary direction, I have, as I could, often presented to the Council of 
State, together with such occurrences as have happened;-who, I am sure, as 
they have not been wanting in their extraordinary care and provision for us, so 
neither in what they judge fit and necessary to represent the same to you.  
And this I thought to be a sufficient discharge of my duty on that behalf. 
 
It hath now pleased God to bestow a mercy upon you, worthy of your 
knowledge, and of the utmost praise and thanks of all that fear and love His 
name; yea, the mercy is far above all praise.  Which that you may the better 
perceive, I shall take the boldness to tender unto you some circumstances 
accompanying this great business, which will manifest the greatness and 
seasonableness of this mercy. 
 
We having tried what we could to engage the Enemy, three or four miles West 
of Edinburgh; that proving ineffectual, and our victual failing,-we marched 
towards our ships for a recruit of our want.  The Enemy did not at all trouble 
us in our rear; but marched the direct way towards Edinburgh, and partly in 
the night and morning slips-through his whole Army; and quarters himself in a 
posture easy to interpose between us and our victual.  But the Lord made him 
to lose the opportunity.  And the morning proving exceeding wet and dark, we 
recovered, by that time it was light, a ground where they could not hinder us 
from our victual: which was an high act of the Lord's Providence to us.  We 
being come into the said ground, the Enemy marched into the ground we 
were last upon; having no mind either to strive to interpose between us and 
our victuals, or to fight; being indeed upon this 'aim of reducing us to a' lock,-
hoping that the sickness of your Army would render their work more easy by 
the gaining of time.  Whereupon we marched to Musselburgh, to victual, and 
to ship away our sick men; where we sent aboard near five-hundred sick and 
wounded soldiers. 
 
And upon serious consideration, finding our weakness so to increase, and the 
Enemy lying upon his advantage,-at a general council it was thought fit to 
march to Dunbar, and there to fortify the Town.  Which (we thought), if 
anything, would provoke them to engage.  As also, That the having of a 
Garrison there would furnish us with accommodation for our sick, men 'and' 
would be a good Magazine,-which we exceedingly wanted; being put to 
depend upon the uncertainty of weather for landing provisions, which many 
times cannot be done though the being of the whole Army lay upon it, all the 
coasts of Berwick to Leith having not one good harbour.  As also, To lie more 
conveniently to receive our recruits of horse and foot for Berwick. 
 



Having these considerations,-upon Saturday, the 30th of August, we marched 
from Musselburgh to Haddington.  Where, by that time we had got the van-
brigade of our horse, and our foot and train, into their quarters, the Enemy 
had marched with that exceeding expedition that they fell upon the rear-forlorn 
of our horse, and put it in some disorder; and indeed had like to have 
engaged our rear-brigade of horse with their whole Army,-had not the Lord by 
his providence put a cloud over the Moon, thereby giving us opportunity to 
draw off those horse to the rest of our Army.  Which accordingly was done 
without any loss, save of three or four of our aforementioned forlorn; wherein 
the Enemy, as we believe, received more loss. 
 
The Army being put into a reasonable secure posture,-towards midnight the 
Enemy attempted our quarters, on the west end of Haddington: but through 
the goodness of God we repulsed them.  The next morning we drew into an 
open field, on the south side of Haddington; we not judging it safe for us to 
draw to the Enemy upon his own ground, he being prepossessed thereof;-but 
rather drew back, to give him way to come to us, if he had so thought fit.  And 
having waited about the space of four or five hours, to see if he would come to 
us; and not finding any inclination in the Enemy so to do,-we resolved to go, 
according to our first intendment, to Dunbar. 
 
By that time we had marched three or four miles, we saw some bodies of the 
Enemy's horse drawn out of their quarters; and by that time our carriages 
were gotten near Dunbar, their whole Army was upon their march after us.  
And indeed, our drawing back in this manner, with the addition of three new 
regiments added to them, did much heighten their confidence, if not 
presumption and arrogancy.-The Enemy, that night, we perceived, gathered 
towards the Hills; labouring to make a perfect interposition between us and 
Berwick.  And having in this posture a great advantage,-through his better 
knowledge of the country, he effected it: by sending a considerable party to 
the strait Pass at Copperspath; where ten men to hinder are better than forty 
to make their way.  And truly this was an exigent to us, wherewith the Enemy 
reproached us;-'as' with the condition the Parliament's Army was in when it 
made its hard conditions with the King in Cornwall.  But some reports that 
have come to us, they had disposed of us, and of their business, in sufficient 
revenge and wrath towards our persons; and had swallowed up the poor 
Interest of England; believing that their Army and their King would have 
marched to London without any interruption;-it being told us (we know not how 
truly) by a prisoner we took the night before the fight, That their King was very 
suddenly to come amongst them, with those English they allowed to be about 
him.  But in what they thus lifted up, the Lord was above them. 
 
The Enemy lying in the posture before mentioned, having those advantages; 
we lay very near him, being sensible of our disadvantages, having some 
weakness of flesh, but yet consolation and support from the Lord himself to 
our poor weak faith, wherein I believe not a few amongst us stand: That 
because of their numbers, because of their advantages, because of their 
confidence, because of our weakness, because of our strait, we were in the 
Mount, and in the Mount the Lord would be seen; and that He would find out a 



way of deliverance and salvation for us:-and indeed we had our consolations 
and our hopes. 
 
Upon Monday evening,-the Enemy's whole numbers were very great; about 
Six-thousand horse, as we heard, and Sixteen-thousand foot at least; ours 
drawn down, as to sound men, to about Seven-thousand five-hundred foot, 
and Three-thousand five-hundred horse -'upon Monday evening,' the Enemy 
drew down to the right wing about two-thirds of their left wing of horse.  To the 
right wing; shogging also their foot and train much to the right; causing their 
right wing of horse to edge down towards the sea.  We could not well imagine 
but that the Enemy intended to attempt upon us, or to place themselves in a 
more exact condition of interposition.  The Major-General and myself coming 
to the Earl Roxburgh's House, and observing this posture, I told him I thought 
it did give us an opportunity and advantage to attempt upon the Enemy.  To 
which he immediately replied, That he had thought to have said the same 
thing to me.  So that it pleased the Lord to set this apprehension upon both of 
our hearts, at the same instant.  We called for Colonel Monk, and showed him 
the thing: and coming to our quarters at night, and demonstrating our 
apprehensions to some of the Colonels, they also cheerfully concurred. 
 
We resolved therefore to put our business into this posture: That six 
regiments of horse, and three regiments and a half of foot should march in the 
van; and that the Manor-General, the Lieutenant-General of the horse, and 
the Commissary-General, and Colonel Monk to command the brigade of foot, 
should lead on the business; and that Colonel Pride's brigade, Colonel 
Overton's brigade, and the remaining two regiments of horse should bring up 
the cannon and rear.  The time of falling-on to be by break of day:-but through 
some delays it proved not to be so; 'not' till six o'clock in the morning. 
 
The Enemy's word was, The Covenant; which it had been for divers days.  
Ours, The Lord of Hosts.  The Major-General, Lieutenant-General Fleetwood, 
and Commissary-General Whalley, and Colonel Twistleton, gave the onset; 
the Enemy being in a very good posture to receive them, having the 
advantage of their Cannon and foot against our horse.  Before our foot could 
come up, the Enemy made a gallant resistance, and there was a very hot 
dispute of sword's point between our horse and theirs.  Our first foot, after 
they had discharged their duty (being overpowered with the Enemy), received 
some repulse, which they soon recovered. For my own regiment, under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Goffe and my Major, White, did come 
seasonably in; and, at the push of pike, did repel the stoutest regiment the 
Enemy had there, merely with the courage the Lord was pleased to give.  
Which proved a great amazement to the residue of their foot; this being the 
first action between the foot.  The horse in the meantime did, with a great deal 
of courage and spirit, beat back all oppositions; charging through the bodies 
of the Enemy's horse, and of their foot; who were, after the first repulse given, 
made by the Lord of Hosts as stubble to their swords.-Indeed, I believe I may 
speak it without partiality: both your chief Commanders and others in their 
several places, and soldiers also, were acted with as much courage as ever 
hath been seen in any action since this War.  I know they look not to be 
named; and therefore I forbear particulars. 



 
The best of the Enemy's horse being broken through and through in less than 
an hour's dispute, their whole Army being put into confusion, it became a total 
rout; our men having the chase and execution of them near eight miles.  We 
believe that upon the place and near about it were about Three-thousand 
slain.  Prisoners taken: of their officers, you have this enclosed List; of private 
soldiers, near Ten-thousand.  The whole baggage and train, taken, wherein 
was good store of match, powder and bullet; all their artillery, great and 
small,-thirty guns.  We are confident they have left behind them not less than 
Fifteen-thousand arms.  I have already brought-in to me near Two-hundred 
colours, which I herewith send you.  What officers of theirs of quality are 
killed, we yet cannot learn; but yet surely divers are: and many men of quality 
are mortally wounded, as Colonel Lumsden, the Lord Libberton and others.  
And, that which is no small addition, I do not believe we have lost twenty men.  
Not one Commission Officer slain as I hear of, save one Cornet; and Major 
Rooksby, since dead of his wounds; and not many mortally wounded:-Colonel 
Whalley only cut in the handwrist, and his horse (twice shot) killed under him; 
but he well recovered another horse, and went on in the chase. 
 
Thus you have the prospect of one of the most signal mercies God hath done 
for England and His people, this War:-and now may it please you to give me 
the leave of a few words.  It is easy to say, The Lord hath done this.  It would 
do you good to see and hear our poor foot to go up and down making their 
boast of God.  But, Sir, it's in your hands, and by these eminent mercies God 
puts it more into your hands, To give glory to Him; to improve your power, and 
His blessings, to His praise.  We that serve you beg of you not to own us,-but 
God alone.  We pray you own His people more and more; for they are 
chariots and horsemen of Israel.  Disown yourselves;-but own your Authority; 
and improve it to curb the proud and the insolent, such as would disturb the 
tranquillity of England, though under what specious pretences soever.  
Relieve the oppressed, hear the groans of poor prisoners in England.  Be 
pleased to reform the abuses of all professions:-and if there be any one that 
makes many poor to make a few rich, that suits not a Commonwealth.  If He 
that strengthens your servants to fight, please to give you hearts to set upon 
these things, in order to His glory, and the glory of your Commonwealth,-'then' 
besides the benefit England shall feel thereby, you shall shine forth to other 
Nations, who shall emulate the glory of such a pattern, and through the power 
of God turn-in to the like! 
 
These are our desires.  And that you may have liberty and opportunity to do 
these things, and not be hindered, we have been and shall be (by God's 
assistance) willing to venture our lives;-and 'will' not desire you should be 
precipitated by importunities, from your care of safety and preservation; but 
that the doing of these good things may have their place amongst those which 
concern wellbeing, and so be wrought in their time and order. 
 
Since we came in Scotland, it hath been our desire and longing to have 
avoided blood in this business; by reason that God hath a people here fearing 
His name, though deceived.  And to that end have we offered much love unto 
such, in the bowels of Christ; and concerning the truth of our hearts therein, 



have we appealed unto the Lord.  The Ministers of Scotland have hindered 
the passage of these things to the hearts of those to whom we intended them.  
And now we hear, that not only the deceived people, but some of the 
Ministers are also fallen in this Battle.  This is the great hand of the Lord, and 
worthy of the consideration of all those who take into their hands the 
instruments of a foolish shepherd,-to wit, meddling with worldly policies, and 
mixtures of earthly power, to set up that which they call the Kingdom of Christ, 
which is neither it, nor, if it were it, would such means be found effectual to 
that end,-and neglect, or trust not to, the Word of God; the sword of the Spirit; 
which is alone powerful and able for the setting up of that Kingdom; and, 
when trusted to, will be found effectually able to that end, and will also do it!  
This is humbly offered for their sakes who have lately too much turned aside: 
that they might return again to preach Jesus Christ, according to the simplicity 
of the Gospel;-and then no doubt they will discern and find your protection 
and encouragement. 
 
Beseeching you to pardon this length, I humbly take leave; and rest, 
 
Sir, 
Your most obedient servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 


