
To the Honourable William Lenthall, Speaker of the Parliament of England: 
These. 
 
Edinburgh, 4th December, 1650. 
 
SIR, 
 
I have now sent you the results of some Treaties amongst the Enemy, which 
came to my hand this day. 
 
The Major-General and Commissary-General Whalley marched a few days 
ago towards Glasgow.  The Enemy attempted his quarters in Hamilton; were 
entered the Town: but by the blessing of God, by a very gracious hand of 
Providence, without the loss of six men as I hear of, he beat them out; killed 
about an Hundred; took also about the same number, amongst whom are 
some prisoners of quality; and near an Hundred horse,-as I am informed.  The 
Major-General is still in the chase of them; to whom also I have since sent the 
addition of a fresh party.  Colonel Ker (as my Messenger, this night, tells me) 
is taken; his Lieutenant-Colonel; and one that was sometimes Major to 
Colonel Strahan; and Ker's Captain-Lieutenant.  The whole Party is shattered.  
And give me leave to say it, If God had not brought them upon us, we might 
have marched Three-thousand horse to death, and not have lighted on them.  
And truly it was a strange Providence brought them upon him.  For I marched 
from Edinburgh on the north side of Clyde; and 'had' appointed the Major-
General to march from Peebles to Hamilton, on the south side of Clyde.  I 
came thither by the time expected; tarried the remainder of the day, and until 
near seven o'clock the next morning,-apprehending 'then that' the Major-
General would not come, by reason of the waters.  I being retreated, the 
Enemy took encouragement; marched all that night; and came upon the 
Major-General's quarters about two hours before day; where it pleased the 
Lord to order as you have heard. 
 
The Major-General and Commissary-General (as he sent me word) were still 
gone on in the prosecution of them; and 'he' saith that, except an Hundred-
and-fifty horse in one body, he hears they are fled, by sixteen or eighteen in a 
company, all the country over.  Robin Montgomery was come out of Stirling, 
with four or five regiments of horse and dragoons, but was put to a stand 
when he heard of the issue of this business.  Strahan and some other Officers 
had quitted some three weeks or a month before this business; so that Ker 
commanded this whole party in chief. 
 
It is given out that the Malignants will be almost all received, and rise 
unanimously and expeditiously.  I can assure you, that those that serve you 
here find more satisfaction in having to deal with men of this stamp than 'with' 
others; and it is our comfort that the Lord that hitherto made it the matter of 
our prayers, and of our endeavours (if it might have been the will of God), To 
have had a Christian understanding between those that fear God in this land 
and ourselves.  And yet we hope it hath not been carried on with a willing 
failing of our duty to those that trust us:-and I am persuaded the Lord hath 



looked favourably upon our sincerity herein; and will still do so; and upon you 
also, whilst you make the Interest of God's People yours. 
 
Those religious People of Scotland that fall in this Cause, we cannot but pity 
and mourn for them; and we pray that all good men may do so too.  Indeed 
there is at this time a very great distraction, and mighty workings of God upon 
the hearts of divers, both Ministers and People; much of it tending to the 
justification of your Cause.  And although some are as bitter and as bad as 
ever; making it their business to shuffle hypocritically with their consciences 
and the Covenant, to make it 'seem' lawful to join with Malignants, which now 
they do,-as well they might long before, having taken in the Head 'Malignant' 
of them: yet truly others are startled at it; and some have been constrained by 
the work of God upon their consciences, to make sad and solemn accusations 
of themselves, and lamentations in the face of their Supreme Authority; 
charging themselves as guilty of the blood shed in this War, by having a hand 
in the Treaty at Breda, and by bringing the King in amongst them.  This lately 
did a Lord of the Session; and withdrew; 'from the Committee of Estates.'  And 
lately Mr. James Livingston, a man as highly esteemed as any for piety and 
learning, who was a Commissioner for the Kirk at the said Treaty,-charged 
himself with the guilt of the blood of this War, before their Assembly; and 
withdrew from them, and is retired to his own house. 
 
It will be very necessary, to encourage victuallers to come to us, that you take 
off Customs and Excise from all things brought hither for the use of the Army. 
 
I beg your prayers; and rest, 
 
Your humble servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 


