
For the Honourable William Lenthall, Esquire, Speaker of the Parliament of 
England: These. 
 
Edinburgh, 24th December, 1650. 
 
RIGHT HONOURABLE, 
 
It hath pleased God to cause this Castle of Edinburgh to be surrendered into 
our hands this day, about eleven o'clock.  I thought fit to give you such 
account thereof as I could, and 'as' the shortness of time would permit. 
 
I sent a Summons to the Castle upon the 12th instant; which occasioned 
several Exchanges and Replies,-which, for their unusualness, I also thought 
fit humbly to present to you.  Indeed the mercy is very great, and seasonable.  
I think, I need to say little of the strength of the place; which, if it had not come 
in as it did, would have cost very much blood to have attained, if at all to be 
attained; and did tie up your Army to that inconvenience, That little or nothing 
could have been attempted whilst this was in design; or little fruit had of 
anything brought into your power by your Army hitherto, without it.  I must 
needs say, not any skill or wisdom of ours, but the good hand of God hath 
given you this place. 
 
I believe all Scotland hath not in it so much brass ordnance as this place.  I 
send you here enclosed a List thereof, and of the arms and ammunition, so 
well as they could be taken on a sudden.  Not having more at present to 
trouble you with, I take leave, and rest, 
 
Sir, 
Your most humble servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 


