
To Vice-Admiral Goodson at Jamaica. 
 
Whitehall, 'October 1655.' 
 
SIR, 
 
I have written to Major-General Fortescue divers advertisements of our 
purpose and resolution, the Lord willing, to prosecute this Business; and you 
shall not want bodies of men nor yet anything in our power for the carrying on 
of the work.  I have also given divers hints unto him of things which may 
probably be attempted, and should be very diligently looked after by you both; 
but are left to your better judgments upon the place.  Wherein I desire you 
would consult together how to prosecute your affairs with that brotherly 
kindness that upon no colour whatsoever any divisions or distractions should 
be amongst you, but that you may have one shoulder to the work; which will 
be very pleasing to the Lord; and not unnecessary, considering what an 
enemy you are like to have to deal withal. 
 
We hope that you have with 'you' some of those ships which came last, near 
Twenty men-of-war; which I desire you to keep equipt, and make yourselves 
as strong as you can to beat the Spaniard, who will doubtless send a good 
force into the Indies.  I hope, by this time the Lord may have blessed you to 
have light upon some of their vessels,-whether by burning them in their 
harbours or otherwise.  And it will be worthy of you to improve your strength, 
what you can, both to weaken them by parcels, and to engage them as you 
have opportunity-which at such a distance I may probably guess, would be 
best 'managed' by not suffering, if you can help it, the new Fleet, which comes 
from Spain, to go unfought, before they join with the ships that are to the 
Leeward of you. 
 
We are sending to you, with all possible speed, Seven more stout men-of-war, 
some of them forty guns, and the rest not under thirty, for your assistance.  
This Ship goes before, with instructions, to encourage you to go on in the 
work; and also with instructions to Mevis, and the other Windward Islands, to 
bring so many of the Plantations as are free to come, 'that they may settle 
with you at Jamaica.'  And I desire you, with your lesser merchant-ships or 
such others as you can spare, to give all possible assistance for their removal 
and transplantation, from time to time, as also all due encouragement to 
remove them. 
 
You will see by the Enclosed what I have writ to Major-General Fortescue.  
And I hope your counsels will enter into that which may be for the glory of God 
and good of this Nation.  It is not to be denied but the Lord hath greatly 
humbled us in that sad loss sustained at Hispaniola; and we doubt we have 
provoked the Lord; and it is good for us to know and to be abased for the 
same.  But yet certainly His name is concerned in the work: and therefore, 
though we should, and I hope do, lay our mouths in the dust, yet He would not 
have us despond, but I trust give us leave to make mention of His name and 
of His righteousness, when we cannot make mention of our own.  You are left 
there; and I pray you set up your banners in the name of Christ; for 



undoubtedly it is His cause.  And let the reproach and shame that hath been 
for our sins, and through (also we may say) the misguidance of some, work 
up your hearts to confidence in the Lord, and for the redemption of His honour 
from the hands of men who attribute there success to their Idols, the work of 
their own hands.  And though He hath torn us, yet He will heal us; though He 
hath smitten us, yet He will bind us up; after two days He will revive us, in the 
third day He will raise us up, and we shall live in His sight.  The Lord Himself 
hath a controversy with your Enemies; even with that Roman Babylon, of 
which the Spaniard is the great underproper.  In that respect, we fight the 
Lord's battles;-and in this the Scriptures are most plain.  The Lord therefore 
strengthen you with faith, and cleanse you from all evil: and doubt not but He 
is able, and I trust as willing, to give you as signal success as He gave your 
enemies against you.  Only the Covenant-fear of the Lord be upon you. 
 
If we send you not by this, I trust we shall be the next, our Declaration setting 
forth the justness of this War. 
 
I remain, 
Your loving friend, 
OLIVER P. 


