
To the most serene and potent Prince, Louis, King of France. 
 
MOST SERENE AND POTENT KING, MOST CLOSE FRIEND AND ALLY, 
 
Your Majesty may recollect that during the negotiation between us for the 
renewing of our League (which many advantages to both Nations, and much 
damage to their common Enemies, resulting therefrom, now testify to have 
been very wisely done),-there fell out that miserable Slaughter of the People 
of the Valleys; whose cause, on all sides deserted and trodden down, we, with 
the utmost earnestness and pity, recommended to your mercy and protection.  
Nor do we think Your Majesty, for your own part, has been wanting in an 
office so pious and indeed so human, in so far as either by authority or favour 
you might have influence with the Duke of Savoy: we certainly, and many 
other Princes and States, by embassies, by letters, by entreaties directed 
thither, have not been wanting. 
 
After that most sanguinary Massacre, which spared no age nor either sex, 
there was at last a Peace given; or rather, under the specious name of Peace, 
a certain more disguised hostility.  The terms of the Peace were settled in 
your Town of Pignerol: hard terms; but such as those poor People, indigent 
and wretched, after suffering all manner of cruelties and atrocities, might 
gladly acquiesce in; if only, hard and unjust as the bargain is, it were adhered 
to.  It is not adhered to: those terms are broken; the purport of every one of 
them is, by false interpretation and various subterfuges, eluded and violated.  
Many of those People are ejected from their Old Habitations; their Native 
Religion is prohibited to many: new Taxes are exacted; a new Fortress has 
been built over them, out of which soldiers frequently sallying plunder or kill 
whomsoever they meet.  Moreover, new Forces have of late been privily got 
ready against them; and such as follow the Romish Religion are directed to 
withdraw from among them within a limited time: so that everything seems 
now again to point towards the extermination of all among those unhappy 
People, whom the former Massacre had left. 
 
Which now, O Most Christian King, I beseech and obtest thee, by thy right-
hand which pledged a League and Friendship with us, by the sacred honour 
of that Title of Most Christian,-permit not to be done: nor let such license of 
savagery, I do not say to any Prince (for indeed no cruelty like this could come 
into the mind of any Prince, much less into the tender years of that young 
Prince, or into the woman's heart of his Mother), but to those most accursed 
Assassins, be given.  Who while they profess themselves the servants and 
imitators of Christ our Saviour, who came into this world that He might save 
sinners, abuse His most merciful Name and Commandments to the cruellest 
slaughterings.  Snatch, thou who are able, and who in such an elevation art 
worthy to be able, those poor Suppliants of thine, from the hands of 
Murderers, who, lately drunk with blood, are again athirst for it, and think 
convenient to turn the discredit of their own cruelty upon their Prince's score.  
Suffer not either thy Titles and the Environs of thy Kingdom to be soiled with 
that discredit, or the peaceable Gospel of Christ by that cruelty, in thy Reign.  
Remember that these very People became Subjects of thy Ancestor, Henry, 
most friendly to Protestants: when Lesdiguieres victoriously pursued him of 



Savoy across the Alps, through those same Valleys, where indeed the most 
commodious pass to Italy is.  The Instrument of that their Paction and 
Surrender is yet extant in the Public Acts of your Kingdom: in which this 
among other things is specified and provided against, That these People of 
the Valley should not thereafter be delivered over to any one except on the 
same conditions under which thy invincible Ancestor had received them into 
fealty.  This promised protection they now implore; promise of thy Ancestor 
they now, from thee the Grandson, suppliantly demand.  To be thine rather 
than his whose they now are, if by any means of exchange it could be done, 
they would wish and prefer: if that may not be, thine at least by succour, by 
commiseration and deliverance. 
 
There are likewise reasons of state which might give inducement not to reject 
these People of the Valleys flying for shelter to thee: but I would not have 
thee, so great a King as thou art, be moved to the defence of the unfortunate 
by other reasons than the promise of thy Ancestors, and thy own piety and 
royal benignity and greatness of mind.  So shall the praise and fame of this 
most worthy action be unmixed and clear; and thyself shall find the Father of 
Mercy, and His Son Christ the King, whose Name and Doctrine thou shalt 
have vindicated, the more favourable to thee, and propitious through the 
course of life. 
 
May the Almighty, for His own glory, for the safety of so many most innocent 
Christian men, and for your true honour, dispose Your Majesty to this 
determination. 
 
Your Majesty's most friendly, 
OLIVER PROTECTOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF ENGLAND. 


