
'To the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Fairfax, General of, the Parliament's 
Army: These.' 
 
Huntingdon, 4th June, 1645. 
 
SIR, 
 
I most humbly beseech you to pardon my long silence.  I am conscious of the 
fault, considering the great obligations lying upon me.  But since my coming 
into these parts, I have been busied to secure that part of the Isle of Ely where 
I conceived most danger to be. 
 
Truly I found it in a very ill posture: and it is yet but weak; without works, 
ammunition or men considerable,-and of money least: and then, I hope, you 
will easily conceive of the defence: and God has preserved us all this while to 
a miracle.  The party under Vermuyden waits the King's Army, and is about 
Deeping; has a command to join with Sir John Gell, if he commands him.  So 
'too' the Nottingham Horse.  I shall be bold to present you with intelligence as 
it comes to me. 
 
I am bold to present this as my humble suit: That you would be pleased to 
make Captain Rawlins, this Bearer, a Captain of Horse.  He has been so 
before; was nominated to the Model; is a most honest man.  Colonel Sidney 
leaving his regiment, if it please you to bestow his Troop on him, I am 
confident he will serve you faithfully.  So, by God's assistance, will 
 
Your most humble servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 


