'For his Excellency Sir Thomas Fairfax, General of the Parliament's Armies:
These.'

'London,' 21st December, 1646.
SIR,

Having this opportunity by the Major-General to present a few lines unto you, |
take the boldness to let you know how our affairs go on since you left Town.

We have had a very long Petition from the City: how it strikes at the Army, and
what other aims it has, you will see by the contents of it; as also what is the
prevailing temper at this present, and what is to be expected from men. But
this is our comfort, God is in Heaven, and He doth what pleaseth Him; His and
only His counsel shall stand, whatsoever the designs of men and the fury of
the people be.

We have now, | believe, most perfected all our business for Scotland. |
believe Commissioners will speedily be sent down to see agreements
performed; it's intended that Major-General Skippon have authority and
instructions from your Excellency to command the Northern Forces, as
occasion shall be, and that he have a Commission of Martial Law. Truly |
hope that the having the Major-General to command this Party will appear to
be a good thing, every day more and more.

Here has been a design to steal away the Duke of York from my Lord of
Northumberland; one of his own servants, whom he preferred to wait on the
Duke, is guilty of it; the Duke himself confessed so. | believe you will
suddenly hear more of it.

| have no more to trouble you 'with;' but praying for you, rest,

Your Excellency's most humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.



