'For his Excellency Sir Thomas Fairfax, General of the Parliament's Army:
These.'

Putney, 22d October, 1647.
SIR,

Hearing the Garrison of Hull is most distracted in the present government, and
that the most faithful and honest Officers have no disposition to serve there
any longer under the present Governor; and that it is their earnest desires,
with all the trusty and faithful inhabitants of the Town, to have Colonel Overton
sent to them to be your Excellency's Deputy over, them,-I do humbly offer to
your Excellency, Whether it might not be convenient that Colonel Overton be
speedily sent down; that so that Garrison may be settled in safe hands. And
that your Excellency would be pleased to send for Colonel Overton, and
confer with him about it. That either the Regiment 'now' in the Town may be
so regulated as your Excellency may be confident that the Garrison may be
secured by them; or otherwise it may be drawn out, and his own Regiment in
the Army be sent down thither with him.-But | conceive, if the Regiment in Hull
can be made serviceable to your Excellency, and include in the
Establishment, it will be better to continue it there, than to bury a Regiment of
your Army in the Garrison.

Sir, the expedient will be very necessary, in regard of the present distractions
here. This | thought fit to offer to your Excellency's consideration. | shall
humbly take leave to subscribe myself

Your Excellency's
Humble 'and faithful servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.'



