
For the Honourable William Lenthall, Speaker of the Parliament of England: 
These.                    
 
Wexford, 14th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
The Army marched from Dublin, about the 23rd of September, into the County 
of Wicklow, where the Enemy had a Garrison about fourteen miles from 
Dublin, called Killincarrick; which they quitting, a Company of the Army was 
put therein.  From thence the Army marched through almost a desolated 
country, until it came to a passage over the River Doro, about a mile above 
the Castle of Arcklow, which was the first seat and honour of the Marquis of 
Ormond's family.  Which he had strongly fortified; but it was, upon the 
approach of the Army quitted;-wherein we left another Company of Foot. 
 
From thence the Army marched towards Wexford; where in the way was a 
strong and large Castle, at a town called Limbrick, the ancient seat of the 
Esmonds; where the Enemy had a strong Garrison; which they burnt and 
quitted, the day before our coming thither.  From thence we marched towards 
Ferns, an episcopal seat, where was a Castle; to which I sent Colonel 
Reynolds with a party to summon it.  which accordingly he did, and it was 
surrendered to him; where we having put a company,-advanced the Army to a 
passage over the River Slaney, which runs down to Wexford; and that night, 
we marched into the fields of a Village called Enniscorthy, belonging to Mr. 
Robert Wallop; where was a strong Castle very well manned and provided for 
by the Enemy; and, close under it, a very fair House belonging to the same 
worthy person,-a Monastery of Franciscan Friars, the considerablest in all 
Ireland: they ran away the night before we came.  We summoned the Castle; 
and they refused to yield at the first; but upon better consideration, they were 
willing to deliver the place to us: Which accordingly they did; leaving their 
great guns, arms, ammunition and provisions behind them. 
 
Upon Monday, the First of October, we came before Wexford.  Into which the 
Enemy had put a Garrison, consisting of 'part of' their Army; this Town having, 
until then, been so confident of their own strength as that they would not, at 
any time, suffer a Garrison to be imposed upon them.  The Commander that 
brought in those forces was Colonel David Sinnott; who took upon him the 
command of the place.  To whom I sent a Summons, a copy whereof is this 
enclosed; between whom and me there passed Answers and Replies, copies 
whereof these also are: 
 
1. "To the Commander-in-Chief of the Town of Wexford. 
Before Wexford, 3d October, 1649. 
 
SIR,  
 
Having brought the Army belonging to the Parliament of England before this 
place, to reduce it to its due obedience: to the end effusion of blood may be 



prevented, and the Town and country about it preserved from ruin, I thought fit 
to summon you to deliver the same to me, to the use of the State of England. 
 
By this offer, I hope it will clearly appear where the guilt will lie, if innocent 
persons should come to suffer with the nocent.  I expect your speedy answer; 
and rest, 
 
Sir, 
Your servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL." 
 
For the Lord General Cromwell 
Wexford, 4th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
I have advised with the Mayor and Officers, as I promised, and thereupon are 
content that Four, whom I shall employ, may have a Conference and Treaty 
with Four of yours, to see if any agreement and understanding may be begot 
between us.  To this purpose I desire you to send mine a Safe-conduct, as I 
do hereby promise to send unto yours when you send me their names.  And I 
pray that the meeting may be had to-morrow at eight of the clock in the 
forenoon, that they may have sufficient time to confer and debate together, 
and determine the matter; and that the meeting and place may be agreed 
upon, and the Safe conduct mutually sent for the said meeting this afternoon.  
Expecting your answer hereto, I rest,-my Lord,-your servant, 
 
D. SINNOTT. 
 
Send me the name of your Agents, their qualities and degrees.  Those I fix 
upon are: Major James Byrne, Major Theobald Dillon, Alderman Nicholas 
Chevers, Mr. William Stafford. 
 
3.  To the Commander-in-Chief of the Town of Wexford. 
 
Before Wexford, 4th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
Having you to deliver the Town of Wexford into my hands, I might well expect 
the delivery thereof, and not a formal Treaty; which is seldom granted but 
where the things stand upon a more equal foot.  
 
If therefore yourself or the Town have any desires to offer, upon which you will 
surrender the place to me, I shall be able to judge of the reasonableness of 
them when they are made known to me.  To which end, if you shall think fit to 
send the persons named in your last, entrusted by yourself and the Town, by 
whom I may understand your desires, I shall give you a speedy and fitting 
Answer.  And I do hereby engage myself, that they shall return in safety to 
you. 



 
I expect your answer hereunto within an hour; and rest, 
 
Your servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
For the Lord General Cromwell. 
 
Wexford, 4th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
I have returned you a civil Answer, to the best of my judgment; and thereby, I 
find, you undervalue me and this place so much that you think to have it 
surrendered without Capitulation or honourable Terms,-as appears by the 
hour's limitation in your last. 
 
 
Sir, had I never a man in this Town but the Townsmen, and Artillery here 
planted, I should conceive myself in a very befitting condition to make 
honourable conditions.  And having a considerable party 'along' with them, in 
the place, I am resolved to die honourably, or make such conditions as may 
secure my honour and life in the eyes of my own Party. 
 
To which reasonable terms if you hearken not,-or give me 'non' time to send 
my Agents till eight of the clock in the forenoon to-morrow, with my 
Propositions, with a further Safe-conduct,-I leave you to your better judgment, 
and myself to the assistance of the Almighty; and so conclude.-Your servant, 
 
D. SINNOTT. 
 
For the Lord General Cromwell. 
 
Wexford, 5th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
My Propositions being now prepared, I am ready to send my Agents with 
them unto you.  And for their safe return, I pray you to send a Safe-conduct by 
the Bearer unto me, in hope an honourable agreement may thereupon arise 
between your Lordship and,-my Lord,-your Lordship's servant, 
 
D. SINNOTT. 
 
Whilst these papers were passing between us, I sent the Lieutenant-General 
with a party of dragoons, horse and foot, to endeavour to reduce their Fort, 
which lay at the mouth of their harbour, about ten miles distant from us.  To 
which he sent a troop of dragoons; but the Enemy quitted their Fort, leaving 
behind them about seven great guns; betook themselves, by the help of their 
boat, to a Frigate of twelve guns lying in the harbour, within cannon-shot of 



the Fort.  The dragoons possessed the Fort: and some seamen belonging to 
your Fleet coming happily in at the same time, they bent their guns at the 
Frigate, and she immediately yielded to mercy,-both herself, the soldiers that 
had been in the Fort, and the seamen that manned her.  And whilst our men 
were in her, the Town, not knowing what had happened, sent another small 
vessel to her; which our men also took. 
 
The Governor of the Town having obtained from me a safe-conduct for the 
four persons mentioned in one of the papers, to come and treat with me about 
the surrender of the Town, I expected they should have done so.  But instead 
thereof, the Earl of Castlehaven brought to their relief, on the north side of the 
river, about five hundred foot.  Which occasioned their refusal to send out any 
to treat; and caused me to revoke my Safe-conduct, not thinking it fit to leave 
it for them to make use of it when they pleased: 
 
For the Lord General Cromwell. 
 
Wexford, 5th October, 1649. 
 
MY LORD, 
 
Even as I was ready to send out my Agents unto you, the Lord General of the 
horse came hither with a relief.  Unto whom I communicated the proceedings 
between your Lordship and me, and delivered him the Propositions, I intended 
to despatch unto your Lordship;-who hath desired a small time to consider of 
them, and to speed them unto me.  Which, my Lord, I could not deny, he 
having a commanding power over me. 
 
Pray, my Lord, believe that I do not do this to trifle out time; but for his present 
consent;-and if I find any long delay in his Lordship's returning them back unto 
me, I will proceed of myself, according to my first intention.  To which I 
beseech your Lordship give credit; at the request,-my Lord-of your Lordship's 
ready servant, 
 
D. SINNOTT. 
 
4.  To the Commander-in-Chief of the Town of Wexford. 
 
Wexford, 6th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
You might have spared your trouble in the account you give me of your 
transaction with the Lord-General of your horse, and of your resolution in case 
he answer not your expectation in point of time.  These are your own 
concernments, and it behoves you to improve the relief you mention to your 
best advantage. 
 



All that I have to say is, To desire you to take notice, that I do hereby revoke 
my Safe-conduct, from the persons mentioned therein.  When you shall see 
cause to treat, you may send for another.-I rest, 
 
Sir, 
 
Your servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
Our cannon being landed, and we having removed all our quarters to the 
south-east end of the Town, next the Castle, 'which stands without the Walls,'-
it was generally agreed that we should bend the whole strength of our artillery 
upon the Castle; being persuaded that if we got the Castle, the Town would 
easily follow. 
 
Upon Thursday the 11th instant (our batteries being finished the night before) 
we began to play betimes in the morning; and having spent near a hundred 
shot, the Governor's stomach came down; and he sent to me to give leave for 
four persons, intrusted by him, to come unto me, and offer terms of surrender: 
 
For the Lord General Cromwell. 
 
Wexford, 11th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
 
In performance of my last, I desire your Lordship to send me a Safe-conduct 
for Major Theobald Dillon, Major James Byrne, Alderman Nicholas Chevers, 
and Captain James Stafford, whom I will send to your Lordship instructed with 
my desires.  And so I rest,-my Lord,-your servant, 
 
D. SINNOTT. 
 
Which I condescending to, two Field-Officers with an Alderman of the Town, 
and the Captain of the Castle, brought out the Propositions enclosed,-which 
for their abominableness, manifesting also the impudency of the men, I 
thought fit to present to your views, together with my Answer: 
 
"The Propositions of Colonel David Sinnott, Governor of the Town and Castle 
of Wexford, for and on behalf of the Officers and Soldiers and Inhabitants in 
the said Town and Castle, unto General Cromwell. 
 
1.  In primis, That all and every the Inhabitants of the said Town, from time to 
time and at all times hereafter, shall have free and uninterrupted liberty 
publicly to use, exercise and profess the Roman Catholic Religion, without 
restriction, inulct or penalty, any law or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 
2.  That the Regular and Secular Roman Catholic Clergy now possessed of 
the Churches, Church-livings, Monasteries, Religious-houses and Chapels in 
the said Town, and in the suburbs and franchises thereof, and their 



successors, shall have, hold and enjoy, to them and their successors forever, 
the said churches, church-livings, monasteries, religious-houses and chapels, 
and shall teach and preach in them publicly, without any molestation, any law 
or statute to the contrary notwithstanding. 
 
3.  That Nicholas, now Lord Bishop of Ferns, and his successors, shall use 
and exercise such jurisdiction over the Catholics of his Diocese as since his 
consecration hitherto he used. 
 
4.  That all the Officers and Soldiers, of what quality or degree soever, in the 
said Town and Castle, and such of the Inhabitants as are so pleased, shall 
march with flying colours, and be conveyed safe, with their lives, artillery, 
ordnance, ammunition, arms, goods of all sorts, horses, moneys and what 
else belongs to them, to the Town of Ross, and there to be left safe with their 
own party; allowing each musketeer, towards their march, a pound of powder, 
four yards of match and twelve brace of bullets; and a strong Convoy to be 
sent with the said soldiers, within four-and-twenty hours after the yielding up 
of the said Town. 
 
5.  That such of the Inhabitants of the said Town as will desire to leave the 
same at any time hereafter, shall have free liberty to carry away out of the 
said Town all their frigates, artillery, arms, powder, bullets, match, corn, malt, 
and other provision which they have for their defence and sustenance, and all 
their goods and chattels, of what quality or condition soever, without any 
manner of disturbance whatsoever, and have passes and safe-conducts and 
convoys for their lives and said goods to Ross, or where else they shall think 
fit. 
 
6.  That the Mayor, Bailiffs, Free Burgesses and Commons of the said Town, 
may have, hold and enjoy the said Town and Suburbs, their commons, their 
franchises, their liberties and immunities, which hitherto they enjoyed; and 
that the Mayor, Bailiffs and Free Burgesses may have the government of the 
said Town, as hitherto they enjoyed the same from the Realm of England, and 
that they may have no other government, they adhering to the State of 
England, and observing their orders, and the orders of their Governors in this 
Realm for the time being. 
 
7.  That all and every the Burgesses and Inhabitants, either native or 
strangers, of the said Town, who shall continue their abode therein, or come 
to live there within three months, and their heirs, shall have hold and enjoy all 
and singular their several castles, messuages, houses, lands, tenements and 
hereditaments within the land of Ireland, and all their goods and chattels, of 
what nature, quality or condition soever, to them and their heirs, to their own 
several uses forever, without molestation. 
 
8.  That such Burgess or Burgesses, or other Inhabitants of the said Town, as 
shall at any time hereafter be desirous to leave the said Town, shall have free 
leave to dispose of their real and personal estates respectively to their best 
advantage; and further have full liberty and a safe-conduct respectively to go 



into England or elsewhere, according to their several pleasures who shall 
desire to depart the same. 
 
9.  That all and singular the Inhabitants of the said Town, either native or 
strangers, from time to time and at all times hereafter, shall have, reap and 
enjoy the full liberty of free-born English subjects, without the least incapacity 
or restriction therein; and that all the Freemen of the said Town, from time to 
time, shall be as free in all the seaports, cities and towns in England, as the 
Freemen of all and every the said cities and towns; and all and every the 
Freemen of the said cities and towns to be as free in the said Town of 
Wexford as the Freemen thereof, for their greater encouragement to trade 
and commerce together on all hands. 
 
10. That no memory remain of any hostility or distance which was hitherto 
between the said Town and Castle on the one part, and the Parliament or 
State of England on the other part; but that all act and acts, transgressions, 
offences, depredations and other crimes, of what nature or quality soever, be 
they ever so transcendent, attempted or done, or supposed to be attempted 
or done, by the Inhabitants of the said Town or any other, heretofore or at 
present adhering to the said Town; either native or stranger, and every of 
them,-shall pass in oblivion; without chastisement, challenge, recompense, 
demand or questioning for them, or any of them, now or at any time hereafter. 
 
D. SINNOTT.  
 
For the Commander-in-Chief in the Town of Wexford. 
 
'Before Wexford,'11th October, 1649. 
 
SIR, 
I have had the patience to peruse your Propositions; to which might have 
returned an Answer with some disdain.  But, to be short,- 
 
I shall give the Soldiers and Noncommissioned Officers "quarter for life, and 
leave to go to their several habitations, with their wearing-clothes;-they 
engaging themselves to live quietly there, and to take up arms no more 
against the Parliament of England.  And the Commissioned Officers quarter 
for their lives, but to render themselves Prisoners.  And as for the Inhabitants, 
I shall engage myself That no violence shall be offered to their goods, and 
that I shall protect the Town from plunder. 
 
I expect your positive Answer instantly; and if you will upon these terms 
surrender and quit, 'and' shall, in one hour, sent forth to me Four Officers of 
the quality of Field-Officers, and Two Aldermen, for the performance thereof,-I 
shall thereupon forbear all acts of hostility. 
 
Your servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 



Which 'Answer' indeed had no effect.  For whilst I was preparing for it; 
studying to preserve the Town from plunder, that it might be of the more use 
to you and your Army,-the Captain, who was one of the Commissioners, being 
fairly treated, yielded up the Castle to us.  Upon the top of which our men no 
sooner appeared, but the Enemy quitted the Walls of the Town; which our 
men perceiving, ran violently upon the Town with their ladders, and stormed it.  
And when they were come into the market-place, the Enemy making a stiff 
resistance, our forces brake them; and then put all to the sword, that came in 
their way.  Two boatfuls of the Enemy attempting to escape, being overprest 
with numbers, sank; whereby were drowned near three-hundred of them.  I 
believe, in all, there was lost of the Enemy not many less than Two-thousand; 
and I believe not Twenty of yours from first to last of the Siege.  And indeed it 
hath, not without cause, been deeply set upon our hearts, That, we intending 
better to this place than so great a ruin, hoping the Town might be of more 
use to you and your Army, yet God would not have it so; but by an 
unexpected providence, in His righteous justice, brought a just judgment upon 
them; causing them to become a prey to the soldier who is their piracies had 
made preys of so many families, and now with their bloods to answer the 
cruelties which they had exercised upon the lives of divers poor Protestants: 
Two 'instances' of which have been lately acquainted with.  About seven or 
eight score poor Protestants were by them put into an old vessel; which being, 
as some say, bulged by them, the vessel sank, and they were all presently 
drowned in the Harbour.  The other 'instance' was thus: They put divers poor 
Protestants into a Chapel (which, since, they have used for a Mass-house, 
and in which one or more of their priests were now killed), where they were 
famished to death. 
 
The soldiers got a very good booty in this place: and had not they had 
opportunity to carry their goods over the River, whilst we besieged it, it would 
have been much more:-I could have wished for their own good, and the good 
of the Garrison, they had been more moderate.  Some things which were not 
easily portable, we hope we shall make use of to your behoof.  There are 
great quantities of iron, hides, tallow, salt, pipe,- and barrel-staves; which are 
under commissioners' hands, to be secured.  We believe there are near a 
hundred cannon in the Fort, and elsewhere in and about the Town.  Here is 
likewise some very good shipping: here are three vessels, one of them of 
thirty-four guns, which a week's time would fit the sea; there is another of 
about twenty guns, very near ready likewise.  And one other Frigate of twenty 
guns, upon the stocks; made for sailing: which is built up to the uppermost 
deck; for her handsomeness' sake.  I have appointed the workmen to finish 
her, here being materials to do it, if you or the Council of State shall approve 
thereof.  The Frigate, also, taken beside the Fort, is a most excellent vessel 
for sailing.  Besides divers other ships and vessels in the Harbour. 
 
This Town is now so in your power, that of the former inhabitants, I believe 
scarce one in twenty can challenge any property in their houses.  Most of 
them are run away, and many of them killed in this service.  And it were to be 
wished, that an honest people would come and plant here;-where are very 
good houses, and other accommodations fitted to their hands, which may be 
your favour be made of encouragement to them.  As also a seat of good 



trade, both inward and outward:-and of marvellous great advantage in the 
point of the herring and other fishing.  The Town is pleasantly seated and 
strong, having a rampart of earth within the wall, near fifteen feet thick. 
 
Thus it hath pleased God to give into your hands this other mercy.  For which, 
as for all, we pray God may have all the glory. Indeed your instruments are 
poor and weak, and can do nothing but through believing,-and that is the gift 
of God also. 
 
I humbly take leave, and rest, 
Your most humble servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
'P.S.' A day or two before our Battery was planted, Ormond, the Earl of 
Castlehaven, the Lord of Ardes and Clanneboyes were on the other side of 
the Water, with about 1,800 horse 'and' 1,500 foot; and offered to put in four 
or five hundred foot more into the Town; which the Town refusing, he 
marched away in all haste.  I sent the Lieutenant-General after him, with 
about 1,400 horse; but the Enemy made haste from him. 
 
 
 


