"To the Honourable William Lenthall, Esquire, Speaker of the House of
Commons: These.'

London, 20th June, 1650.
MR. SPEAKER,

When we lay before Bristol in the Year 1645, we considered the season of the
year, the strength of the place, and of what importance the reducement
thereof would be to the good of the Commonwealth, and accordingly applied
ourselves to all possible means for the accomplishment of the same; which
received its answerable effect. At which time, for something considerable
done in order to that end, by Humphry Hooke, Alderman of that place,-which,
for many reasons, is desired to be concealed,-his Excellency the Lord
General Fairfax and myself gave him an Engagement under our hands and
seals, That he should be secured and protected, by the authority of the
Parliament, in the enjoyment of his life, liberty and estate, as freely as in
former times, and as any other person under the obedience of the Parliament:
notwithstanding any past acts of hostility, or other thing done by him, in
opposition to the Parliament or assistance of the Enemy. Which Engagement,
with a Certificate of divers godly persons of that City, concerning the
performance of his part thereof, is ready to be produced.

| understand, that lately an Order is issued out to sequester him, whereby he
is called to Composition. | thought it meet therefore to give the honourable
Parliament this account, that he may be preserved from anything of that
nature. For the performance of which, in order to the good of the
Commonwealth, we stand engaged in our faith and honour. | leave it to you;
and remain,

Sir,
Your most humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.



