'To ______ ______ Council of State in Whitehall: These.'
Musselburgh, 30th August, 1650.
SIR,
Since my last, we seeing the Enemy not willing to engage,-and yet very apt to
take exceptions against speeches of that kind spoken in our Army; which
occasioned some of them to come to parley with our Officers, To let them
know that they would fight us,-they lying still in or near their fastnesses, on the
west side of Edinburgh, we resolved, the Lord assisting, to draw near to them
once more, to try if we could fight them. And indeed one hour's advantage
gained might probably, we think, have given us an opportunity.
To which purpose, upon Tuesday the 27th instant we marched westward of
Edinburgh towards Stirling; which the Enemy perceiving, marched with as
great expedition as was possible to prevent us; and the vanguards of both the
Armies came to skirmish,-upon a place where bogs and passes made the
access of each Army to the other difficult. We, being ignorant of the place,
drew up, hoping to have engaged; but found no way feasible, by reason of the
bogs and other difficulties.
We drew up our cannon, and did that day discharge two or three hundred
great shot upon them; a considerable number they likewise returned to us:
and this was all that passed from each to other. Wherein we had near twenty
killed and wounded, but not one Commission Officer. The Enemy, as we are
informed, had about eighty killed, and some considerable Officers. Seeing
they would keep their ground, from which we could not remove them, and our
bread being spent,-we were necessitated to go for a new supply: and so
marched off about ten or eleven o'clock on Wednesday morning. The Enemy
perceiving it,-and as we conceive, fearing we might interpose between them
and Edinburgh, though it was not our intention, albeit it seemed so by our
march,-retreated back again, with all haste; having a bog and passes between
them and us: and there followed no considerable action, saving the
skirmishing of the van of our horse with their's, near to Edinburgh, without
any considerable loss to either party, saving that we got two or three of their
horses.
That 'Tuesday' night we quartered within a mile of Edinburgh and of the
Enemy. It was a most tempestuous night and wet morning. The Enemy
marched in the night between Leith and Edinburgh, to interpose between us
and our victual, they knowing that it was spent;-but the Lord in mercy
prevented it; and we, perceiving in the morning, got, time enough, through the
goodness of the Lord, to the sea-side, to re-victual; the Enemy being drawn
up upon the Hill near Arthur's Seat, looking upon us, but not attempting
anything.
And thus you have an account of the present occurrences.
Your most humble servant,

OLIVER CROMWELL.

