
To Sir Arthur Haselrig, Governor of Newcastle: These.  
 
'Dunbar, 2d September, 1650.' 
 
DEAR SIR, 
 
We are upon an Engagement very difficult.  The Enemy hath blocked up our 
way at the Pass at Copperspath, through which we cannot get without almost 
a miracle.  He lieth so upon the Hills that we know not how to come that way 
without great difficulty; and our lying here daily consumeth our men, who fall 
sick beyond imagination. 
 
I perceive, your forces are not in a capacity for present release.  Wherefore, 
whatever becomes of us, it will be well for you to get what forces you can 
together; and the South to help what they can.  The business nearly 
concerneth all Good People.  If your forces had been in a readiness to have 
fallen upon the back of Copperspath, it might have occasioned supplies to 
have come to us.  But the only wise God knows what is best.  All shall work 
for Good.  Our spirits are comfortable, praised be the Lord,-though our 
present condition be as it is.  And indeed we have much hope in the Lord; of 
whose mercy we have had large experience. 
 
Indeed do you get together what forces you can against them.  Send to 
friends in the South to help with more.  Let H. Vane know what I write.  I would 
not make it public, lest danger should accrue thereby.  You know what use to 
make hereof.  Let me hear from you.  I rest, 
 
Your servant, 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
 
'P.S.'  It is difficult for me to send to you.  Let me hear from you after 'you 
receive this.' 
 


