For the Honourable the Governor of the Castle of Edinburgh: These.
Edinburgh, 9th September, 1650.
SIR,
The kindness offered to the Ministers with you was done with ingenuity;
thinking it might have met with the like: but I am satisfied to tell those with you,
That if their Master's service (as they call it) were chiefly in their eye,
imagination of suffering would not have caused such a return; much less
'would' the practice of our Party, as they are pleased to say, upon the
Ministers of Christ in England, have been an argument of personal
persecution.
The Ministers in England are supported, and have liberty to preach the
Gospel, though not to rail, nor under pretence thereof to overtop the Civil
Power, or debase it as they please. No man hath been troubled in England or
Ireland for preaching the Gospel; nor has any Minister been molested in
Scotland since the coming of the Army hither. The speaking truth becomes
the Ministers of Christ.
When Ministers pretend to a glorious Reformation; and lay the foundations
thereof in getting to themselves worldly power; and can make worldly mixtures
to accomplish the same, such as their late Agreement with their King; and
hope by him to carry on their design, 'they' may know that the Son promised
will not be built with such untempered mortar.
As for the unjust Invasion they mention, time was when an army of Scotland
came into England, not called by the Supreme Authority. We have said, in
our Papers, with what hearts, and upon what account, we came; and the Lord
hath heard us, though you would not, upon as solemn an appeal as any
experience can parallel.
And although they seem to comfort themselves with being sons of Jacob,
from whom (they say) God hath hid His face for a time; yet it's no wonder
when the Lord hath lifted up His hand so eminently against a Family as He
hath done so often against this, and men will not see His hand,-'it's no
wonder' if the Lord hide His face from such; putting them to shame both for it
and their hatred of His people; as it is this day. When they purely trust to the
Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, which is powerful to bring down
strongholds and every imagination that exalts itself,-which alone is able to
square and fit the stones for the new Jerusalem;-then and not before, and by
that means and no other, shall Jerusalem, the City of the Lord, which is to be
the praise of the whole Earth, be built; the Sion of the Holy One of Israel.
I have nothing to say to you but that I am,
Sir,
Your humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.

