To the Honourable Colonel Hacker, at Peebles or elsewhere: These.
'Edinburgh,’ 25th December, 1650.
SIR,

| have 'used' the best consideration | can, for the present, in this business;
and although | believe Captain Hubbert is a worthy man, and hear so much,
yet, as the case stands, | cannot, with satisfaction to myself and some others,
revoke the Commission | had given to Captain Empson, without offence to
them, and reflection upon my own judgment.

| pray let Captain Hubbert know | shall not be unmindful of him, and that no
disrespect is intended to him. But indeed | was not satisfied with your last
speech to me about Empson, That he was a better preacher than fighter or
soldier,-or words to that effect. Truly | think he that prays and preaches best
will fight best. | know nothing 'that' will give like courage and confidence as
the knowledge of God in Christ will; and | bless God to see any in this Army
able and willing to impart the knowledge they have, for the good of others.
And | expect it be encouraged, by all the Chief Officers in this Army
especially: and | hope you will do so. | pray receive Captain Empson lovingly;
| dare assure you he is a good man and a good officer; | would we had no
worse. |rest,

Your loving friend,
OLIVER CROMWELL.



