"To the Right Honourable the Lord President of the Council of State: These.'
Dundas, 24th July, 1651.
MY LORD,

It hath pleased God to put your affairs here in some hopeful way, since the
last Defeat given to the Enemy.

| marched with the Army very near to Stirling, hoping thereby to get the Pass;
and went myself with General Dean, and some others up to Bannockburn;
hearing that the Enemy were marched on the other side towards our forces in
Fife. Indeed they went four or five miles on towards them; but hearing of my
advance, in all haste they retreated back, and possessed the Park, and their
other works. Which we viewed; and finding them not advisable to attempt,
resolved to march to Queensferry, and there to ship over so much of the Army
as might hopefully be master of the field in Fife. Which accordingly we have
almost perfected; and have left, on this side, somewhat better than four
regiments of horse, and as many of foot.

| hear now the Enemy's great expectation is to supply themselves in the West
with recruits of men, and what victual they can get; for they may expect none
out of the North, when once our Army shall interpose between them and St.
Johnston. To prevent their prevalency in the West, and making incursions
into the Borders of England,

OLIVER CROMWELL.



