'To the Lord Fleetwood, Lord Deputy of Ireland.'
'Whitehall,' 22d June, 1655.
DEAR CHARLES,
I write not often: at once I desire thee to know I most dearly love thee; and
indeed my heart is plain to thee as thy heart can well desire: let nothing shake
thee in this. The wretched jealousies that are amongst us, and the spirit of
calumny turn all into gall and wormwood. My heart is for the People of God;
that the Lord knows, and will in due time manifest; yet thence are my
wounds;-which, though it grieves me, yet through the grace of God doth not
discourage me totally. Many good men are repining at everything; though
indeed very many good 'are' well satisfied, and satisfying daily. The will of the
Lord will bring forth good in due time.
It's reported that you are to be sent for, and Harry to be Deputy; which truly
never entered into my heart. The Lord knows, my desire was for him and his
Brother to have lived private lives in the country: and Harry knows this very
well, and how difficulty I was persuaded to give him his commission for his
present place. This I say as from a simple and sincere heart. The noise of
my being crowned &c. are similar malicious figments.
Use this Bearer, Mr. Brewster, kindly. Let him be near you: indeed he is a
very able holy man; trust me you will find him so. He was a bosom-friend of
Mr. Tillinghurst; ask him of him; and you will thereby know Mr. Tillinghurst's
spirit. This Gentleman brought him to me a little before he died, and Mr.
Cradock;-Mr. Throughton, a godly minister being by, with 'Mr. Tillinghurst'
himself, who cried "Shame!"
Dear Charles, my dear love to thee; 'and' to my dear Biddy, who is a joy to my
heart, for what I hear of the Lord in her. Bid her be cheerful and rejoice in the
Lord once and again: if she knows the Covenant, she cannot but do 'so'. For
that Transaction is without her; sure and stedfast, between the Father and the
Mediator, in His blood: therefore, leaning upon the Son, or looking to Him,
thirsting after Him, and embracing Him, we are His Seed;-and the Covenant is
sure to all the Seed. The compact is for the Seed: God is bound in
faithfulness to Christ, and in Him to us: the Covenant is without us; a
Transaction between God and Christ. Look up to it. God engageth in it to
pardon us; to write His Law in our heart, to plant His fear 'so' that we shall
never depart from Him. We, under all our sins and infirmities, can daily offer a
perfect Christ; and thus we have peace and safety, and apprehension of love,
from a Father in Covenant,-who cannot deny Himself. And truly in this is all
my salvation; and this helps me to bear my great burdens.
If you have a mind to come over with your dear Wife, &c., take the best
opportunity for the good of the Public and your own convenience, The Lord
bless you all. Pray for me, that the Lord would direct, and keep me His
servant. I bless the Lord I am not my own; but my condition to flesh and blood
is very hard. Pray for me; I do for you all. Commend me to all friends.

I rest,
Your loving father,
OLIVER P.

