"To Henry Cromwell, Major-General of the Army in Ireland.’
'Whitehall,' 26th August, 1656.
SON HARRY,

We are informed, from several hands, that the old Enemy are forming designs
to invade Ireland, as well as other parts of the Commonwealth; and that he
and Spain have very great correspondence with some chief men in that
Nation, for raising a sudden rebellion there.

Therefore we judge it very necessary that you take all possible care to put the
Forces into such a condition as may answer anything that may fall out in this
kind. And to that end, that you contract the Garrisons in Ireland, as many as
may be; and get a considerable marching Army into the field, in two or three
bodies, to be left in the most proper and advantageous places for service, as
occasion shall require. Taking also, in all other things, your best care you can
to break and prevent the designs and combinations of the Enemy; and a very
particular regard is to be had to the North, where, without question, busy and
discontented persons are working towards new disturbances. | do not doubt
but you will communicate this thing to Colonel Cowper, to the end he may be
more watchful and diligent in looking to this danger.

| rest,
Your loving father,
OLIVER CROMWELL.



