For my very loving Friend, Mr. Robinson, Preacher at Southampton: These.
'‘London," 1st February, 1648.
SIR,

| thank you for your kind Letter. As to the business you mention, | desire to
use this plainness with you.

When the last overture was, between me and Mr. Mayor, by the kindness of
Colonel Norton,-after the meeting | had with Mr. Mayor at Farnham, | desired
the Colonel (finding, as | thought, some scruples in Mr. Mayor), To know of
him whether his mind was free to the thing or not. Col. Norton gave me this
account, That Mr. Mayor, by reason of some matters as they then stood, was
not very free thereunto. Whereupon | did acquiesce, submitting to the
providence of God.

Upon your reviving of the business to me, and your Letter, | think fit to return
you this answer, and to say in plainness of spirit to you: That upon your
testimony of the Gentlewoman's worth, and the common report of the piety of
the family, | shall be willing to entertain the renewing of the motion, upon such
conditions as may be to mutual satisfaction. Only | think that a speedy
resolution will be very convenient to both parties. The Lord direct all to His

glory.
| desire your prayers therein; and rest,

Your very affectionate friend,
OLIVER CROMWELL.



