For the Right Honourable the Committee of Estates for the Kingdom of
Scotland: These.
'Near Berwick,' 16th September, 1648.
RIGHT HONOURABLE,
Being upon my approach to the borders of the Kingdom of Scotland, I thought
fit to acquaint you of the reason thereof.
It is well known how injuriously the Kingdom of England was lately invaded by
the Army under Duke Hamilton; contrary to the Covenant ant 'to' our leagues
of amity, and against all the engagements of love and brotherhood between
the two Nations. And notwithstanding the pretence of your late Declaration,
published to take with the people of this Kingdom, the Commons of England
in Parliament Assembled declared the said Army so entering, Enemies to the
Kingdom; and those of England who should adhere to them, Traitors. And
having received command to march with a considerable part of their Army, to
oppose so great a violation of faith and justice,-what a witness God, being
appealed to, hath borne, upon the engagement of the two Armies, against the
unrighteousness of man, not only yourselves, but this Kingdom, yea and a
great part of the known world will, I trust acknowledge. How dangerous a
thing is it to wage an unjust war; much more, to appeal to God the Righteous
Judge therein! We trust He will persuade you better by this manifest token of
His displeasure; lest His hand be stretched out yet more against you, and
your poor People also, if they will be deceived.
That which I am to demand of you is, The restitution of the Garrisons of
Berwick and Carlisle into my hands, for the use of the Parliament and
Kingdom of England. If you deny me herein, I must make our appeal to God;
and call upon Him for assistance, in what way He shall direct us;-wherein we
are, and shall be, so far from seeking the harm of the well-affected people of
the Kingdom of Scotland, that we profess as before the Lord, That (what
difference an Army, necessitated in a hostile way to recover the ancient rights
and inheritance of the Kingdom under which they serve, can make) we shall
use our endeavour to the utmost that the trouble may fall upon the contrivers
and authors of this breach, and not upon the poor innocent people, who have
been led and compelled into this action, as many poor souls now prisoners to
us confess.
We thought ourselves bound in duty thus to expostulate with you, and thus
profess; to the end we may bear our integrity out before the world, and may
have comfort in God, whatever the event be. Desiring your answer, I rest,
Your Lordships' humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.

