To the Right Honourable the Earl of Loudon, Chancellor of the Kingdom of
Scotland:
To be communicated to the Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Burgesses now in
arms, who dissented in Parliament from the late Engagement against the
Kingdom of England.
Cheswick, 18th September, 1648.
RIGHT HONOURABLE,
We received yours from Falkirk of the 15th September instant. We have had
also a sight of your Instructions given to the Laird of Greenhead and Major
Strahan; as also other two Papers concerning the Treaty between your
Lordships and the Enemy; wherein your care of the interest of the Kingdom of
England, for the delivery of the Towns unjustly taken from them, and 'your'
desire to preserve the unity of both Nations, appears. By which also we
understand the posture you are in to oppose the enemies of the welfare and
the peace of both Kingdoms; for which we bless God for His goodness to you;
and rejoice to see the power of the Kingdom of Scotland in a hopeful way to
be invested in the hands of those who, we trust, are taught of God to seek His
honour, and the comfort of His people.
And give us leave to say, as before the Lord, who knows the secrets of all
hearts, That, as we think one especial end of Providence in permitting the
enemies of God and Goodness in both Kingdoms to rise to that height, and
exercise such tyranny over His people, was to show the necessity of Unity
amongst those of both Nations, so we hope and pray that the late glorious
dispensation, in giving so happy success against your and our Enemies in our
victories, may be the foundation of Union of the People of God in love and
amity. Unto that end we shall, God assisting, to the utmost of our power
endeavour to perform what may be behind on our part: and when we shall,
through any wilfulness, fail therein, let this profession rise up in judgment
against us, as having been made in hypocrisy,-a severe avenger of which
God hath lately appeared, in His most righteous witnessing against the Army
under Duke Hamilton, invading us under specious pretences of piety and
justice. We may humbly say, we rejoice with more trembling than to dare to
do such a wicked thing.
Upon our advance to Alnwick, we thought fit to send a good body of our horse
to the borders of Scotland, and thereby a summons to the Garrison of
Berwick: to which having received a dilatory answer, I desired a safe-convoy
for Colonel Bright and the Scoutmaster-General of this Army to go to the
Committee of Estates in Scotland; who, I hope, will have the opportunity to be
with your Lordships before this come to your hands,-and, according as they
are instructed, will let your Lordships in some measure, as well as we could in
so much ignorance of your condition, know our affections to you. And
understanding things more fully by yours, we now thought fit to make you this
'present' return.

The command we received, upon the defeat of Duke Hamilton, was, To
prosecute this business until the Enemy were put out of a condition or hope of
growing into a new Army, and the Garrisons of Berwick and Carlisle were
reduced. Four regiments of our horse and some dragoons, who had followed
the Enemy into the south parts, being now come up; and this country not able
to bear us, the cattle and old corn thereof having been wasted by Monro and
the forces with him; the Governor of Berwick also daily victualling his Garrison
from Scotland side; and the Enemy, yet in so considerable a posture as by
these Gentlemen and your Papers we understand,-still prosecuting their
former design, having gotten the advantage of Stirling Bridge, and so much of
Scotland at their backs to enable them thereunto; and your Lordships'
condition not being such, at present, as may compel them to submit to the
honest and necessary things you have proposed to them for the good of both
the Kingdoms: we have thought fit, out of the sense of duty to the commands
laid upon us by those who have sent us, and to the end we might be in a
posture more ready to give you assistance, and not be wanting to what we
have made so large professions of,-to advance into Scotland with the Army.
And we trust, by the blessing of God, the common Enemy will thereby the
sooner be brought to a submission to you. And we thereby shall do what
becomes us in order to the obtaining of our Garrison; engaging ourselves that,
so soon as we shall know from you that the Enemy will yield to the things you
have proposed to them, and we have our Garrisons delivered to us, we shall
forthwith depart out of your Kingdom; and in the meantime be 'even' more
tender towards the Kingdom of Scotland, in the point of charge, than if we
were in our own Kingdom.
If we shall receive from you any desire of a more speedy advance, we shall
readily yield compliance therewith;-desiring also to hear from you how affairs
stand. This being the result of a Council of War, I present it to you as the
expression of their affections and of my own; who am,
My Lords,
Your most humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.

