To his highness Richard Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland and Ireland, and the Dominions and Territories thereunto belonging.
The Humble Representation and Petition of the General Council of the Officers of the Armies of England, Scotland and Ireland.

Wednesday 6th April 1659.

Having as members of the Army so often solemnly declared not without appeals to God for our sincerity therein, that we did ingage in Judgements and conscience for the just rights and Liberties, Civil and Religious of our Countreys, and not as a mercenary Army.

Had we not been very jealous of our reputation, and Carefull to avoid suspicion, which our many adversaries have endeavoured to bring upon us, and if we were apt to intermeddle with matters not relating to the Army; we had before this time made joint and Publique application to you Highness, therein setting forth what immediately concerns ourselves, with respect to the crying necessities of the Armies, for want of Pay; And withal to have manifested our fervent desires, that our good cause in the behalf of these nations might have received renewed strength and countenance from Your Highness and this present parliament.
But you Highness is our witness how peaceably, how silently we have suffered as to what concerns the Armies wants; or what might otherwise become us in the behalf of these Nations to have laid before Your Highness.

Yea we have been silent so long, that we fear it has been a disadvantage to our cause, and bred (though we hope groundless) jealousies of us in many of our friends; and until we, and all that is dear to us, the Interest we have so long contended for, is in danger to be lost, to the utter nature and subversion of Your Highness, together with the peace and welfare of these nations.

But being new, under the sense of imminent dangers and necessities, awakened, and also finding that your Highness, but the sitting of this Parliament, is in a capacity to provide against the approaching danger; and upon consultation with each other, and communicating what has come to our knowledge or publick concernment, and the present state of the Armies, having unanimously agreed it to be our duty to God, to Your Highness, and our fidelity to our Country, submissively, and as becomes us in our stations, to make our application to Your Highness.

We hope it will not be interpreted  as an interruption to any other publick concernments under consideration, and do therefore in a deep sense of misery and judgement threatened, and pursuance of our duty, in all humility, represent,

That the good old casue against Tyranny and intolerable oppression in matters Civil and Religious, whereupon we first engaged, and unto which the Lord hath in such a continued sense of Providence given to signal a testimony, and for the carrying on whereof there hath been such a plentiful powring forth of Treasure, prayers, tears and blood during the late war (in the difficulties and dangers whereof, we also the living monuments of patience and mercy, have had our shares) is very frequently and publickly derided and reproached, and the implacable Adversaries thereof promise themselves to be so far in possession and masters thereof, that they begin to appear everywhere visible amongst us, and to mix themselves in the midst of those places where that Cause was wont to receive its chiefest continuance and shelter.

Many old Cavaliers and officers under the late King and Charles Stewart his son, having lately transported themselves out of Flanders and other places into this Nation, have their frequent meetings in and neer the City of London.

Those who also served under the lake King, and such as have always showed themselves disaffected to that famous long Parliament, and ever since to the Cause and interest of this Commonwealth, and seek the ruine of this present government, have their frequent meetings in several counties of this nation; grow very insolent, offer many affronts and assaults to such have been, and are faithful servants to this Commonwealth.

Papers are scattered up and down containing lists of eminent Assertors of the Publick Interests of this Nation, such as were the actual tryers of the late King, and by whom he was brought to condign punishment, and if they were designed and marked out for destruction.

Encouragement is taken for the prosecution of several well-affected persons, and Suites commenced against them at the Common Law for matters by them transacted as soldiers, by command from their superiors, in order to the safety and security of the nations.
The famous Actions of the Parliament, his late Highness of blessed memory, and the Army in and since the year 1648 vilified and evil spoken of; particular persons frequently daring to speak against the authority of Parliaments, and to call all their proceedings, and of such as acted in obedience to them, illegal and unwarrantable.

So that upon the whole we evidently see there is but even a step betwixt the Publick Cause of these Nations, wherein we have been so signally blessed and owned of God and good men, and the death thereof; and that it is not likely to expire without a sure presage of the sad funerals of the deer and never to be enough valued Peace of these our native countries.

And that our enemies may want nothing that can strengthen their hopes, it so happens, that the Armies are already under great extremities for want of pay, and notwithstanding their condition hath been represented yet no effectual remedy hath been applied; our enemies may hope discontent will be the more easily raised, if the armies should unavoidably be necessitated upon free Quarter.

Divisions in the Armies have been attempted and well neer affected when their wants have not been like to what is now upon them. The Officers purses being generally emptied by their loanes to the Soildiers, their credits to the Victulars extended to the utmost; The poor soldier sometimes inforced to sell his expected pay much under the value thereof, for ready money to buy bread; and the great and unusual mortality of Horses in the Army (in so much that many Troopers have been forced to buy twice over) having brought the Horse of this Army under exceeding great extremities.
And as by these means the adversaries of the Peace, Settlement, Prosperity, Civil and Religious Liberty of these Nations, are grown very confident and high in their expectations and attempts (as we are perswaded ready to betake themselves to their armies again) so likewise many friends thereof are exceedingly discouraged.

We cannot but bewail our own great failings and turnings aside, and wherein soever we have back sliden we have cause, and desire to take shame to ourselves.

And do therefore for the strengthening of Your Highness and Parliament, for the Reviving hearts of our faithful friends, and the vindication of our own integrity against all censuries and jealousies assert:

That we are now, as ever, equally indeared to our Good Old Cause, and utter enemies to all Tyranny, Oppression and Disturbance of the Publick Peace under what pretences soever; and throughout the Lords assistance resolved, whilest our lives and present capacities are continued to us, to stand by and assist Your Highness and Parliament, in the plucking the wicked out of their places wheresoever they may be discovered, either amongst ourselves, or any other places of trust; the Reformation of Law and Manners so frequently declared for, and so earnestly expected by all sober unbiased men. Opening the course of justice and Bowels of mercy, incouraging the ways of holiness, and putting a stop to the inundation of Malignancy and Profaneness.

All which, as it hath been in Duty and faithfulness by us represented, so we humbly pray, that Your Highness taking into Your Serious consideration, the sad condition of the Armies and the danger of the Nations, both from the great want of pay, and Activity of our common enemy, will be pleased to represent these things which we have herein laid before Your Highness, to the Parliament, with our Humble Desire and Prayer that a speedy supply be made for the armies, that their past Arrear may be satisfied, and care taken for their constant future pay. So long as it shall be though fit to continue them; as also that satisfaction be given to the militia forces And that there may be such a Publick asserting of our good old cause, and justification and confirmation of all proceedings in Prosecution and Maintenance thereof, and Declaration against its enemies, as may for the future deter all persons from speaking or attempting anything to the prejudices thereof, or of persons that have acted in prosecution of it, and afford present security to the Civil and Religious Rights and Liberties of these Nations, and the Peace thereof; and that the Liberty of Good and well-affected people, in repairing with fredome to their meetings for the Worship of God (of late much violated by indicting and imprisoning many of their persons) may be still asserted and vindicated.
Presented 6th April 1659 by Right Honourable the Lord Charles Fleetwood.

