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LESSON PLAN: What were Oliver Cromwell’s motivations? (A-Level)
Lesson Context

This lesson is designed for A-Level students who have some prior knowledge of Oliver Cromwell. The lesson is designed as an introduction to the use of portraits and documents, and should be followed-up by a visit to the Cromwell Museum and Huntingdonshire Archives 

Learning Objectives

To ask questions about portraits of Oliver Cromwell

To relate portraits and letters of Oliver Cromwell to his character and events in his life

To comment upon the motivations of Oliver Cromwell
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson we will have:

Considered a variety of images and letters of Cromwell and used these to discuss his motivations
Pupils will have notes on the sources, along with a timeline and completed paragraph containing their conclusions
Activities:
Introduction/Starter: 
The lesson should begin with a recap of what the pupils already know about Oliver Cromwell. They are asked to complete a timeline containing the main events of Cromwell’s life, including the Civil War, the Commonwealth and the Protectorate. Pupils may wish to work together on this, and can compare their timeline to the example on the PowerPoint. Once done, this should be used to generate discussion on Cromwell’s motivations, and whether he was driven by circumstance or personal motivation. At this stage pupils should be highlighting the role of the military and religion.
Main body

Pupils may wish to work in pairs for the next activity. Pupils are shown a selection of portraits and letters of Oliver Cromwell. For each one, they are asked to look at what it tells us about Cromwell’s motivations. They should highlight how he is presented, what he talks about in his letters etc. The instructions on the PowerPoint ask pupils to add each source to their timeline along with a quote or description to highlight the motivation. Pupils should be allowed plenty of time to look at a range of the sources.
Having done this, pupils are then asked to reach a number or conclusions. The first step is to colour-code the information on the timeline according to Cromwell’s motivations. The PowerPoint suggests some themes, e.g. religion, reliance on the army, and personal interest. Having done this, there are a number of questions for pupils to consider ready for discussion. They are asked if the motivations correspond with events in Cromwell’s life, whether his motivations change over time, and to what extent he was driven by contemporary circumstances rather than personal motivations. The last question should be written in the form of a paragraph to summarise the pupils’ views.
Plenary

The plenary focuses on encouraging the pupils to undertake further research. They are asked to consider what other sources could be used to identify Cromwell’s motivations. This could be done individually or could be discussed as a class. The idea is to get pupils thinking about contemporary sources of information and how they can be used. The final slide on the PowerPoint also suggests pupils visit the Cromwell Museum and Archives to look for these sources.
Resources required:
PowerPoint – contains outline of all of the tasks 
PowerPoint containing images and information
Copies of the transcribed letters
Books/paper for notes and timeline
Links to the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon:
All of the contemporary images used in this activity are on show at the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon and the letters are available at the Archives. This lesson is designed to be followed up with a visit to the museum, where pupils can look at other evidence and identify further motivations behind Cromwell’s actions.
This lesson plan has been produced as part of a Learning Links Project supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, and delivered by the History Department of Hinchingbrooke School, Huntingdon and the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon
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