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LESSON PLAN: What can we learn from portraits of Oliver Cromwell? (Transition/Key Stage 3)
Lesson Context

This lesson is designed to be a transition project for pupils in year 6 before they move up to secondary school and will give them an idea about what History lessons will be like. It is intended to link with the Cromwell Museum and archives, and it is suggested that a possible follow-up activity would be a visit to the Museum to see the portraits. 
This lesson can also be used at Key Stage Three to get students thinking about interpretations. The same lesson plan can be used with different expectations about the level of work produced.
Learning Objectives

To ask questions about portraits of Oliver Cromwell

To relate portraits of Oliver Cromwell to his character and events in his life

To comment upon later interpretations of Oliver Cromwell

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson we will have:

Considered a variety of images of Cromwell and related these to his life and later interpretations.
Pupils will have completed inference diagrams and produced thought bubbles for their images.

Activities:
Introduction/Starter: 
The lesson should begin with a general introduction to portraits and what they can tell us. Pupils are asked to think about why people have their portrait painted (higher ability pupils might comment on modern and historic purposes). Using the images on the PowerPoint of the current Queen, pupils are asked to consider the messages in portraits and what they can tell us about a particular person. This activity can be done in the form of a class discussion, small group discussions or individual written work, depending on the size and make-up of the class.

Main body

In order to set the scene, the pupils are first told the story of Oliver Cromwell. There is a basic outline on the PowerPoint, but the written hand-out contains more information. This can be told as a story, with further elaboration where necessary. This will allow the pupils to place the images in context and will facilitate further activities. 

Pupils are then shown a picture of Oliver Cromwell as part of an inference diagram. This should be worked through as a class, and the activity has been modelled on the PowerPoint to show pupils the sorts of comments they can make. Once their understanding has been established, pupils are divided into small groups and are given a different picture for them to complete on their own. These diagrams are available laminated meaning they can be used like whiteboards. Depending on the time available, pupils should be given chance to look at a cross-section of the images. There is also an opportunity here for ideas to be shared with the rest of the class.

The next part of the lesson allows pupils to refer back to the story of Oliver Cromwell they looked at earlier in the lesson. Each group should be allocated 1 picture, and they are asked to think about which characteristic or part of Cromwell’s life it best represents. Using this idea, they should produce a thought bubble for the picture to suggest what Cromwell was thinking when he had the image made (if this lesson is to be followed up by a trip to the Museum, these bubbles could be taken and used as discussion points as part of the visit).

EXTENSION:

If additional time is available, the extension looks at more modern interpretations of Cromwell. In groups, pupils are given a selection of images of Cromwell produced at various times. Their first task should be to divide these images into 2 piles – positive and negative interpretations of Cromwell. At this stage, there should be a pause for discussion as to what makes some positive and others negative. It is expected that pupils will focus on how Cromwell is shown rather than the context, but this should be enough for a good discussion. Pupils should then attempt to put the pictures into chronological order – when do they think they were made? This is a very difficult task, but should be used to get across the idea that views about Cromwell have changed. The teacher can then provide the correct order, and based on the earlier division into positive and negative, pupils should be able to see how views have changed. This could then be used to produce a piece of extended writing entitled ‘Have people always liked Oliver Cromwell?’

Plenary

The plenary focuses on the contemporary images of Oliver Cromwell and returns to the idea of what they can tell us. Based on the work the pupils have done on the inference diagrams and thought bubbles, they are now asked to do some writing to summarise their views. They should imagine they are writing a brief introduction to the portraits section of a guidebook to the Cromwell Museum. Their introduction should focus on what images in general can tell us about Oliver Cromwell. If time, pupils could also write the entry for the picture they have been studying.

Resources required:
PowerPoint – contains outline of all of the tasks along with the modelling activity for the inference diagram

Laminated inference diagrams and whiteboard pens

Thought bubbles/paper

Copies of the modern interpretations of Cromwell

Books/paper for extended writing

Links to the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon:
All of the contemporary images used in this activity are on show at the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon. This activity has been designed not only as a stand-alone transition project, but also as preparation for a visit to the Museum. At the Museum, pupils could discuss the speech bubbles they created in light of the original portraits, and use these to tell the story of Cromwell as they go around the exhibits. Individual groups could also present their findings as each portrait is approached. There are also a number of other documents and exhibits that can be used to further elaborate on the story of Cromwell. 

This lesson plan has been produced as part of a Learning Links Project supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, and delivered by the History Department of Hinchingbrooke School, Huntingdon and the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon
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