“ ‘Parliament did not win the first civil war 1642-1646, the King lost it.’  To what extent to you agree with this assertion?

Parliament almost certain to win a war of long duration.

Royalist advantages

· Unified high command and a monarch who was prepared to march at the head of the army – Charles was quite brave and could be strategic e.g. at the Battle of Cropredy Bridge, June 44 and Lostwithiel – September 44.


· C had a strategic objective: London. Seemed to be developing  a strategy to achieve this in  1643 – planning 3 armies to converge on London from the southwest, Yorkshire and Midlands


· Because he was King, he had special authority – easier to create exec. bodies necessary to the organisation and direction of the royal war effort.


· Most important advisory body the Council of War


· Also used Commissions of Array to raise troops

Parliament’s disadvantages

· Had to create administration from scratch so designed a series of central committees (Mostly MPs from both Houses)


· Committee of Safety very important. Created July 42; had to advise the Lord General – but, it wasn’t made clear if MPs or Earl of Essex held ultimate authority


· Initially unwilling to rethink strategy after Edgehill when it became clear that it would not be a very short war.


· Parl had local militias which were not mobile and a field army which was – the two did not integrate. Instead Parl created large regional armies eg Eastern Association but militia still very localist in outlook.


· Not united re. objective – peace, war and middle groups. Division partly cause of failure to consolidate after Marston Moor and Newbury where Cromwell blamed Manchester in part.

Royalist weaknesses
· Commissions of Array not well known and received with suspicion


· Authority of Council of War restricted to counties around Oxford. Other Royalist areas were commanded independently of Council of War instructions. Four different men were regional generals in the Marches & Wales – appointed due to social status, not military prowess. Only Newcastle was good.


· Royalists controlled less wealthy areas – frequently the scene of fighting therefore more deprived and less able to pay taxes.


· Charles was quite conservative in financial initiatives. Used traditional rating lists and collected money only after it was agreed to by a jury. Finally brought in excise tax in 1644. Followed the law too scrupulously. 


· By 1645 large amounts of money were being raised but very little was reaching Charles. Unpaid troops sought free quarter – this led to the rise of Clubmen and neutralists who damaged C’s war effort.


· As a leader and a strategist, C was weak.


· Cessation a disaster – reinforced his Papist image and the 22 000 troops it released arrived in dribs and drabs.


· C ignored Montrose’s suggestion that he marched north to ensure Royalist victory in Scotland (Montrose had been doing very well). Instead fought NMA at Naseby


· Council of War becoming increasingly ineffective due to Digby’s appointment as Secretary of State – a great rival of Rupert. Further weakened when C ordered that a Council for the Prince of Wales be established at Bristol

Parliamentary advantages

· Not as traditional and cautious as Charles – ruthless, flexible.


· To win, breached nearly every clause of the Petition of Right:-

Weekly assessments

Sequestrations

Compulsory loans

Excise tax

· Assessments very effective (bringing in the equivalent of a parliamentary subsidy every fortnight)


· Great resentment, but it meant that the troops were better paid


· Solemn League & Covenant – 22,000 men arrived in Jan 44 and were very important in the defeat of Royalists at Marston Moor


· Passed Self-Denying Ordinance – reshaping of high command and creation of NMA – victory @ Naseby


· Controlled richer parts of England


· Controlled the Ship Money fleet – so even Parliamentary outposts in Royalist territory could be supplied by sea, also hampered Royalist attempts to use foreign allies


· Had London:      which had most of the printing presses – propaganda

economic/commercial hub – loans, excise tax

Trained bands superb

Big population of 400,000 men – great resource base

· C’s failures in 1642-43 gave Parliament time to organise itself

