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President  :  Peter Gaunt 
Chair :  John Goldsmith 
Treasurer :  Geoffrey Bush 

Membership Secretary :  Paul Robbins 
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 @Cromwellorg 
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Notes from the Chair 
Welcome to the summer edition of ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ 

 

After holding our Annual General Meeting in Huntingdon in April it is perhaps 
not surprising that the town is well represented in this issue.  As the 
birthplace of Oliver Cromwell, and the site of the first plaque erected by the 
Association (on the wall of the Old Grammar School, now better known as 
the Cromwell Museum), we have always had, and continue to have, strong 
links with the town. 

In this issue there are articles by the professional triumvirate that has 
responsibility for matters Cromwellian in Huntingdon.  Susannah Farmer, 
recently appointed Local Studies Librarian for Cambridgeshire, writes about the 
Cromwell Collection in Huntingdon Library; Alan Akeroyd, Archivist for 
Cambridgeshire County Council contributes a fascinating article about a coded 
letter from the Manchester family papers; and perhaps better known to our 
membership, Stuart Orme, the Curator of the Cromwell Museum, tells us about 
ŀ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ όǇƻǎǎƛōƭȅύ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
is happening at the museum. It gives cause to reflect on the funding of services 
that help to conserve, interpret and further our understanding, not just of 
Cromwell, but of the 17th century as a whole. Libraries and Archives are both 
functions of county councils within English local government, and the museum 
is now an independent charitable trust, generously supported by Huntingdon 
Town Council. Although there are no specific threats to these services at the 
moment, local government funding is under intense pressure, so we need to be 
vigilant to ensure that their significance is recognised and protected in these 
uncertain times. 

Professor Andrew Hopper writes about the extraordinary project which he has 
been responsible for, examining the previously little-used Civil War Petitions. 
This is a project which brings alive the misery and pain caused by the conflict to 
ordinary soldiers, and their families, on both sides. The project was funded by 
the Arts and Humanities Research Council, a central government-funded body 
which exists to support research across a wide range of academic studies. It is 
the same organisation which generously supported the Cromwell Letters and 
Speeches project ς publication forthcoming. To have two major grants from 
central government for work that hugely contributes to our understanding of 
the 17th century, within 
the last decade, is 
wonderful. Are there any 
others in the pipeline? 
We can but hope. 

Other funds supporting our area of interest come from both national sources, 
for example the Royal Armouries, and from local government such as the 
National Civil War Centre in Newark. All these organisations, and their 
continued health and funding, are essential for the development of our 
knowledge.  

So where does the Association fit? As a membership-based charitable 
organisation we provide opportunities to encourage further study and 
awareness of Cromwell and his period, and to act as a bridge between 
academic research and a lay audience. And, when necessary, to actively 
support both the continuation and protection of the services that help to 
underpin so much of what we do.  

John Goldsmith  
Chair 
chair@olivercromwell.org 

 

  

bƻǘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
After our virtual Council meeting in January, conducted 
wholly by Zoom, we experimented in March with a hybrid 
meeting, that is, some of us met in person, and as a trial 
our President joined us over Zoom. It all worked reasonably 
well, so we have decided to alternate Zoom meetings with 
hybrid ones, for the foreseeable future.  

Many Council members enjoy the chance to meet with 
others in person, but with COVID issues, and the inevitable 
costs of both time and transport of a conventional 
meeting, wisdom dictates that we have to change. The 
Association has never paid expenses to Council members 
for attending meetings, and has no plans to do so, but 
although there is no evidence that this has ever prevented 
anyone from seeking to join Council, that barrier has now 
been effectively removed ς provided of course you have a 
good Internet connection that can cope with Zoom. 

Many of the issues discussed at Council are reflected in the 
content of this issue of ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ, but not all, so 
in summary: 

ω Membership is steadily increasing. The key indicator is 
the number of annual members. The growth over the 
last year has been a small, but significant 4%. Our total 
membership is now well over 500. 

ω Our finances are solid, but we never take them for 
granted. To contain costs with the printer there is a 
slight change to the paper used for this publication and 
for some of the enclosures. Our AGM this year, the St 
Fagans Study Day, and the forthcoming Cromwell Day 
service, are unusually costly. Thankfully, additional 
income is generated by the annual Schools 
Conference. 

ω After a brief hiatus, contact has been re-established 
with the Cromwell Collection in Huntingdon, a 
relationship which we hope will continue to thrive and 
develop. 

ω Work on the Three Kingdoms Memorial Project has 
been proceeding apace, thanks to the energy of Simon 
Marsh of the Battlefields Trust. This is a project with 
scope for everyone to become involved. 

ω CƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ !DaΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘŀǘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ннnd 
April (to be confirmed), we are looking to go north. 
The last time we were anywhere that could be 
considered to be in the north of England was in 2013, 
so we need to address that imbalance. 

Finally, just a reminder, please can you pay your annual 
subscription promptly. It falls due on 3rd September, and 
although a Membership Card is enclosed with this mailing 
it is not valid until your subscription is paid. Non-payers, or 
payers at incorrect rates, will not receive the next mailing. 

Council meets again in late October and if you want any 
issues to be discussed, please contact the Secretary or 
Chair; all details are on your membership card. 

The minutes of Council meetings are placed in the 
members area of the website once they have been 
approved (accessible using the password printed on your 
annual membership card). 

Contact   chair@olivercromwell.org or write to: 

John Goldsmith 
нр CƻȄΩǎ ²ŀȅ 
Comberton 
Cambridge 
CB23 7DL If you have an email address, but haven't already given it to us, please can you send your address 

to membership@olivercromwell.org  to enable us to keep in touch with you. Thank you. 

mailto:chair@olivercromwell.org
mailto:chair@olivercromwell.org
mailto:membership@olivercromwell.org
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Cromwell Day 
Saturday 3 rd  September 2022  

This yearΩǎ service to commemorate the life of Oliver Cromwell will 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǘ оΦллǇƳ ŀǘ {ǘ DƛƭŜǎΩ /ǊƛǇǇƭŜƎŀǘŜΣ .ŀǊōƛŎŀƴΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 9/н¸ 
8DA, on Saturday 3rd September. The nearest Underground stations 
ŀǊŜ .ŀǊōƛŎŀƴ ŀƴŘ aƻƻǊƎŀǘŜΦ {ǘ DƛƭŜǎΩ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿƘŜǊŜ hƭƛǾŜǊ 
Cromwell married Elizabeth Bouchier in 1620. That event is 
celebrated in a glass panel, recently installed and funded by the 
Association, as part of our purpose in erecting panels, plaques and 
monuments celebrating Cromwell. 

The service will be led by the 
Rev. Dr Tim Woolley, and 
during the service it is 
planned that the incumbent 
ƻŦ {ǘ DƛƭŜǎΩ ǿƛƭƭ ōƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ 
panel, an unusual addition 
to our normal service.  

The address this year will be 
given by Paul Lay, an 
Association member, a 

trustee of the Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon, and author of the 
very well-reviewed tǊƻǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ [ƻǎǘΥ ǘƘŜ wƛǎŜ ŀƴŘ Cŀƭƭ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ 
Protectorate (Head of Zeus, 2020), which was shortlisted for the 
/ǳƴŘƛƭƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ tǊƛȊŜΦ Iƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ΨDǊŜŀǘ 9ȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ 
/ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΣ aƛƭǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ άǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜŘέ.Ω 

After the service it is planned that tea will be served in the church for 
members who attend. The service is an important part of the 
!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǎƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴƎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ 
possibly can. 

Prior to the service we have organised an opportunity to visit the 
Tangye Collection held in the nearby Museum of London, 150 London 
Wall, Barbican, London EC2Y 5HN. Cornish industrialist Richard 
Tangye was a great Cromwellian and at the end of the 19th century 
built up a significant collection of Cromwelliana and books and 
manuscripts, which he kept in his private museum. After his death the 
collection passed to the London Museum, which was absorbed into 
the new Museum of London which opened over 50 years ago.  The 
staff of the museum have kindly agreed to come in specially to show 
us what they hold and explain something of its significance. The 
maximum number that can be accommodated is 26, split into two 
groups. Booking is essential if you would like to take this rare 
opportunity, and a form is enclosed with this mailing. Although there 
is no direct charge for the visit, we will make a donation to the 
museum, and to that end request that members participating make a 
donation; suggested minimum of £5.00, which we will collect on the 
day (cash only please). 

The museum is scheduled to close at the end of 2022 before re-
ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ {ƳƛǘƘŦƛŜƭŘ ƛƴ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎΩ ǘƛƳŜΦ !ƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 
about the re-cataloguing project of the Tangye Collection will appear 
in the next edition of ¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ. 

John Goldsmith  
Chair, Cromwell Association 

Schools Conference 2022 
 

16th June ς Huntingdon Town Hall! It was a sunny day and 
there was much excitement as the first Schools Conference 
to take place since lockdown forced us into hiding, was 
about to take place.  

It was a delight to see the hordes of fresh-faced students 
from a variety of schools, from Walsall to Peterborough, 
filing into the Town Hall to listen to Professor Peter Gaunt, 
Dr Joel Halcomb, Dr Kate Peters and Dr Jon Fitzgibbons 
debate three topics of A level interest. Despite the heat, 
they took notes and tapped away on phones and laptops, 
listening intently. 

We broke for lunch provided by the Cromwell Museum and 
the students took the chance to take themselves over to the 
museum to have a look at the exhibits, or to take in the 
Cromwell Trail designed by the museum.  

After lunch, each 
of the academics 
ran a source-based 
workshop on 
topics as diverse as 
the 1648 Leveller 
WomenΩs petition, 
the Ranters, 
/ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ 
wartime letters, 
and the trial of 
Charles I. This was 
our biggest Schools 
Conference yet, 
with 124 students 
and 10 teachers in 
attendance, so we 
also laid on an 
artefacts 
workshop, run by 
Stuart Orme in the museum. This proved very popular for a 
group of students who were intending to study Art History 
or Museum studies. 

The day ended at 3pm and the teachers and students were 
all full of thanks and praise. For most of them, this was the 
first trip they had been on since lockdown and it was clear 
that they all enjoyed themselves enormously. And from the 
responses I have had from our speakers, I think they found 
it a rewarding day too. 

Thanks to Stuart and his team at the Cromwell Museum for 
ƛƳǇŜŎŎŀōƭŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΧ Ƴŀȅ L ǘŜƳǇǘ ŦŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ Ψ²Ŝ 
ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ōŀŎƪΩΗ 

Serrie Meakins  

  

Association News 

Speakers (from left) Peter Gaunt, Jon 
Fitzgibbons, Kate Peters, Joel Halcomb. 
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¢ƘŜ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ !Da ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 
opportunity for members to return to Huntingdon. Much to our 
ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǿŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ home town has embraced its 
Ƴƻǎǘ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ ǎƻƴ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ 
ironwork (benches, bins, railings) is now festooned with a 
ǊŀǘƘŜǊ Ψ[ƻƴŘƻƴ 5ǳƴƎŜƻƴΩǎΩ ǎǘȅƭŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ƻŦ 
/ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ǎƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ς if a little Halloween in tone ς 
keeps Oliver firmly in the minds of residents and tourists alike.  

Gathered there in the morning, after a coffee and catch up, we 
ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ƻƴ ŀƴ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 
Cromwellian sites, led by Stuart Orme, curator of the Cromwell 
aǳǎŜǳƳΦ {ƛǘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƘƻƳŜΣ 
christening and school always repay return visits (especially with 
lively commentary) and we all learned many new and fascinating 
facts about Oliver and his life in the town.  

The tour ended at the splendid Cromwell Museum, housed in 
hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ƛǘ ǿŀs our first 
opportunity to visit the museum in person since its fabulous 
refurbishment and reopening. The result is a hugely improved 
and immersive space with a wealth of creatively displayed 
Cromwellian content ς a real feast for the eyes. It was a 
particǳƭŀǊ ǘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ  

ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ ŀ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ƻŦ hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
Steward, which created much buzz amongst us. This further 
bolsters a splendid array of Cromwellian portraits which 
members can learn more about in two recent videos posted on 
ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ 

We returned then to the grand environs of Huntingdon Town 
Hall for the official business of the AGM (and of course lunch). 
The day ended with another rare treat for Cromwell enthusiasts: 
a visit to the Huntingdonshire Archives. Here, curator Alan 
Akeroyd had laid out for us some of the most exciting documents 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΩ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭΩǎ 
baptism entry (with its famous graffiti), some fascinating letters 
and the enormous, beautifully drawn Cromwell family pedigree 
ŎƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜŘ ōȅ hƭƛǾŜǊΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ {ƛǊ IŜƴǊȅ /ǊƻƳǿŜƭƭ ǿƘŜƴ 
Oliver was a child. 

I could have stayed looking at these treasures all day but the 
ƭƛōǊŀǊȅΩǎ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ŀǘ пǇƳ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǳǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ 
alternative of the pub where we toasted Cromwell and a 
wonderful day on his trail.  

Miranda Malins   

Postgraduate research grants 2022  

This year the Association is again offering grants, from a total fund of £1,500, to support 
postgraduate students undertaking research relevant to our core aims and objectives. Applicants 
can apply for the full sum available or any amount below that. The grants are to assist with 
research expenses such as travel costs and accommodation.  Detailed guidance and an application 
form are available on our website, see:  http://www.olivercromwell.org/wordpress/ and follow 
the link from the Home Page. The deadline for applications is 31st March 2023. 

One award has already been made under this scheme and a report on how the grant has been 
spent will appear in the next issue of The tǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ tŜƴ.  

If you are eligible to apply for a grant then please do seriously consider doing so. The Association 
wants to help.  If you are teaching in Higher Education, or you have connections with those that 
do, then please help us by telling people about the grant and encouraging applications.  

For more information contact: PRG@olivercromwell.org  
 

Sadly missedé 

Since the last edition of this newsletter, 
we have been notified of the death of 
three long-standing members. 

Dennis Gaunt, father of our President 
Peter Gaunt, who had attended AGMs 
on a number of occasions. Tony Morris, 
who was also an enthusiastic supporter 
of the National Civil War Centre in 
Newark. Christopher Bell, described by 
his daughter as a life-long fan of 
Cromwell and Cromwelliana. 

Condolences to the families of all three. 

 

  

Cromwell Association AGM 
Saturday 23 rd  April 2022  

Examining the treasures of the Archives. Round the table (from left) 
 Miranda Malins, Geoffrey Bush, Stuart Orme, Alan Akeroyd, Sheila Burnett. 

A bench fit for Cromwellians 

http://www.olivercromwell.org/wordpress/
mailto:PRG@olivercromwell.org

