For the Right Honourable the Committee of Estates of Scotland, at Stirling, or
elsewhere. These.
Linlithgow, 9th October, 1650.
RIGHT HONOURABLE,
The grounds and ends of the Army's entering Scotland have been heretofore,
often and clearly, made known unto you; and how much we have desired the
same might be accomplished without blood. But, according to what returns
we have received, it is evident your hearts had not that love to us as we can
truly say we had towards you. And we are persuaded those difficulties in
which you have involved yourselves,-by espousing your King's interest, and
taking into your bosom that Person, in whom (notwithstanding what hath
'been' or may be said to the contrary) that which is really Malignancy and all
Malignants do centre; against whose Family the Lord hath so eminently
witnessed for bloodguiltiness, not be done away by such hypocritical and
formal shews of repentance as are expressed in his late Declaration; and your
strange prejudices against us as men of heretical opinions (which, through the
great goodness of God to us, have been unjustly charged upon us),-have
occasioned your rejecting these Overtures which, with a Christian affection,
were offered to you before any blood was spilt, or your People had suffered
damage by us.
The daily sense we have of the calamity of War lying upon the poor People of
this Nation, and the sad consequences of blood and famine likely to come
upon them; the advantage given to the Malignant, Profane, and Popish party
by this War; and that reality of affection which we have so often professed to
you,-and concerning the truth of which we have so solemnly appealed,-do
again constrain us to send unto you, to let you know, That if the contending
for that Person be not by you preferred to the peace and welfare of your
Country, the blood of your Peoples, the love of men of the same faith with
you, and (in this above all) the honour of that God we serve,-Then give the
State of England that satisfaction and security for their peaceable and quiet
living by you, which may in justice be demanded from a Nation giving so just
ground to ask the same,-from those who have, as you, taken their enemy into
their bosom, whilst he was in hostility against them. "Do this;" and it will be
made good to you, That you may have a lasting and durable Peace with them,
and the wish of a blessing upon you in all religious and civil things.
If this be refused by you, we are persuaded that God, who hath once borne
His testimony, will do it again on the behalf of us His poor servants, who do
appeal to Him whether their desires flow from sincerity of heart or not. I rest,
Your Lordships' humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.

