To the General of the Fleet, 'General Blake at Sea.’
'Whitehall,' 30th July, 1655.
SIR,

We have received yours of the 4th, as also that of the 6th instant, both at
once; the latter signifying the great preparations which are making against
you.

Some intelligence of that nature is also come to us from another hand. Which
hath occasioned us to send away this Despatch unto you, immediately upon
the receipt of yours, to let you know That we do not judge it safe for you,
whilst things are in this condition, to send away any part of the Fleet, as you
were directed by our instructions of the 13th of June; and therefore,
notwithstanding those Orders, you are to keep the whole Fleet with you, until
you have executed the Secret Instructions, or find the opportunity is over for
the doing thereof.

We think it likewise requisite that you keep with you the two Frigates which
conveyed the victuals to you, as also the Nantwich, which was sent to you
with a Person bound for Lisbon with our instructions to that King. And for the
defects of the Fleet, the Commissioners of the Admiralty will take care thereof;
and be you confident that nothing shall be omitted which can be done here for
your supply and encouragement.

| beseech the Lord to be present with you. | rest,

Your very loving friend,
OLIVER P.



