To Generals Blake and Montague, at Sea.
Whitehall, 28th April, 1656.
MY LOVING FRIENDS,
You have, as I verily believe and am persuaded, a plentiful stock of prayers
going 'on' for you daily, sent up by the soberest and most approved Ministers
and Christians in this Nation; and, notwithstanding some discouragements,
very much wrestling of faith for you: which is to us, and I trust will be to you,
matter of great encouragement. But notwithstanding all this, it will be good for
you and us to deliver up ourselves and all our affairs to the disposition of our
All-wise Father; who, not only out of prerogative, but because of His wisdom,
goodness, and truth, ought to be resigned unto by His creatures, and most
especially by those who are children of His begetting through the Spirit. We
have been lately taught that it is not in man to direct his way. Indeed all the
dispensations of God, whether adverse or prosperous, do fully read that
lesson. We can no more turn away the Evil, as we call it, than attain the
Good: And therefore Solomon's counsel, of doing what we have to do with all
our might, 'and' getting our hearts wholly submitted, if not to rejoicing, at least
to contentation with whatsoever shall be dispensed by Him to whom alone the
issues of all things do belong, is worthy to be received by us.
Wherefore we have thought fit to send this honest man, Captain Lloyd, who is
known to us to be a person of integrity, to convey to you some thoughts,wherein we do only offer to you such things as do arise to us, partly upon
intelligence, and partly upon such a measure as we at such a distance take of
that great affair wherein you are engaged; desiring to give no rule to you; but
building, under God, much more upon your judgments on the place than
'upon' our own; forasmuch as our intelligences, coming much upon the
examination of Merchants' ships and such ways, may not be true oftentimes in
matter of fact. And therefore we do offer what we have to say rather as
queries than 'as' resolutions.
We are informed that not many of the Plate Fleet are come home; viz. two
Galeons and two Pataches; and we hear they are not so rich as they gave
out. We are informed also that the Spaniards' Fleet in Cadiz is in no
preparation to come out; and some think they will not come forth, but delay
you upon the coast, until your victuals are spent, and you forced to come
home. We apprehend that, when General Blake was there last year, they
could not have told how to have manned out a Fleet, if the Merchants there
and gentlemen interested had not (principally for their own interest in the
return of the 'Plate' Fleet) done it.
We are informed that they sent what men they could well spare, by those Six
or Seven ships which they sent to the West Indies in March last. We know
also that it hath ever been accounted that the Spaniards' great want is men,as well as money at this time. What numbers are in and about Cadiz you best
know. We only discourse probabilities: Whether now it might not be worthy to
be weighed by you and your council of war, whether this Fleet of theirs now in

Cadiz might not be burnt or otherwise destroyed? Whether Puntal and the
Forts are so considerably stronger as to discourage from such an attempt?
Whether Cadiz itself be unattemptable; or the Island on which it stands be
noways to be separated from relieving the Town by the Bridge, the Island
being so narrow in some parts of it? Whether any other place be attemptable;
especially that of the Town and Castle of Gibraltar,-which if possessed and
made tenable by us, would it not be both an advantage to our trade and an
annoyance to the Spaniard; and enable us, without keeping so great a fleet on
that coast, with six nimble frigates lodged there to do the Spaniard more harm
than by a fleet, and ease our own charge?
You may discourse freely with the Bearer concerning anything contained in
this Letter, to whom the whole was communicated, that so he might be able to
bring back to us a more particular account of things. The Lord guide you to
do that which may be pleasing in His sight.
I remain,
Your very loving friend,
OLIVER P.

