'To the Right Honourable Sir Thomas Fairfax, General of the Parliament's
Army: These.'
'Winchester, 6th October, 1645.'
SIR,
I came to Winchester on the Lord's day, the 28th of September; with Colonel
Pickering,-commanding his own, Colonel Montague's, and Sir Hardress
Waller's regiments. After some dispute with the Governor, we entered the
Town. I summoned the Castle; was denied; whereupon we fell to prepare
batteries,-which we could not perfect (some of our guns being out of order)
until Friday following. Our battery was six guns; which being finished,-after
firing one round, I sent in a second summons for a treaty; which they refused.
Whereupon we went on with our work, and made a breach in the wall near the
Black Tower; which, after about 200 shot, we thought stormable; and
purposed on Monday morning to attempt it. On Sunday night, about ten of the
clock, the Governor beat a parley, desiring to treat. I agreed unto it; and sent
Colonel Hammond and Major Harrison in to him, who agreed upon these
enclosed Articles.
Sir, this is the addition of another mercy. You see God is not weary in doing
you good: I confess Sir, His favour to you is as visible, when He comes by
His power upon the hearts of your enemies, making them quit places of
strength to you, as when He gives courage to your soldiers to attempt hard
things. His goodness in this is much to be acknowledged: for the Castle was
well manned with Six-hundred and eighty horse and foot, there being near
Two-hundred gentlemen, officers, and their servants; well victualled with
fifteen hundred-weight of cheese, very great store of wheat and beer; near
twenty barrels of powder, seven pieces of cannon; the works were exceeding
good and strong. It's very likely it would have cost much blood to have gained
it by storm. We have not lost twelve men: this is repeated to you, that God
may have all the praise, for it's all His due.
Sir, I rest,
Your most humble servant,
OLIVER CROMWELL.

