A Document Exercise on the letters of Oliver Cromwell
These questions refer to four letters, all of which are available in the Huntingdon Archives. Transcripts of the letters are also available as part of this activity.

It is worth reading through each letter, either in its original or transcribed form, and deciphering what Cromwell is writing about. Each of the letters is addressed to someone either in or connected to  his family, but they clearly have different purposes. Can you work out what they are?
Study all four letters:

What can we learn from them about Cromwell’s religious views?

How does this compare with what we can learn about his family?

Study the 1638 letter:

What does this letter tell us about Cromwell’s ‘spiritual awakening’?

Study the 1648 letter:
The addressee is Colonel Richard Norton a friend of Cromwell’s who was helping to broker the marriage of Richard Cromwell to Dorothy Major. It mixes the political and the personal. What do you think is the most important element?

Study the 1649 letter:

Cromwell landed in Ireland in August 1649 (and besieged Drogheda in September). What is he referring to in his letter when he talks about Ireland?

Study the 1657 letter:

Compare this letter with the others. How is it different?

What does it suggest about how Cromwell ruled in the later years of his life?

If you have the opportunity, it is well worth looking at some of the other letters available in the Huntingdon Archives or on the Cromwell Association website. Compare the letters written to his family to those written to his officers and the people involved in government.
Points to consider:

Does Cromwell write differently when he is not writing to his family?

Are Cromwell’s religious beliefs always prominent in his letters?

Do the letters of Cromwell identify any other motivations for his actions during the Protectorate?
