A Document Exercise on the letters of Richard Cromwell
These questions refer to three letters, all of which are available in the Huntingdonshire Archives. Transcripts of the letters are also available as part of this activity.

It is worth reading through each letter, either in its original or transcribed form, and deciphering what Cromwell is writing about. Each of the letters is addressed his daughter Elizabeth. They were written after he had abdicated his position as Lord Protector.
Study all three letters:

What can we learn from them about Richard Cromwell’s religious views? Are they the same as those of his father?
In particular, what does Richard Cromwell think about providence?

How does this compare with what we can learn about his family?

What can we learn from the letters about Richard Cromwell’s interests?

Does he sound suitable for the position of Lord Protector? Why

Compare Richard Cromwell’s letters to those of his father:

What similarities and differences do you notice between the letters?

If you have the opportunity, it is well worth looking at some of the other letters available in the Huntingdonshire Archives. A transcript of a number of them was printed in the English Historical Review Vol. XIII (1898)
Points to consider:

Does the style of Richard Cromwell’s writing change at all?
Are his religious beliefs always prominent in his letters?

Do the letters of Richard Cromwell identify any other interests or motivations?
