Introductory guide to the  A-Level document exercises

These exercises are designed to work either in the classroom or as part of a visit to the Huntingdonshire Archives. There are also references made to the Cromwell Museum, which could be included in a trip to the archives.

Oliver Cromwell’s letters

There are a number of letters available at the Huntingdonshire Archives, and transcribing these could form part of the activity. Alternatively, transcripts of a few letters are available as part of this activity, and a number are available online via the joint Museum and  Cromwell Association website, www.olivercromwell.org .

The letters form part of a larger activity looking at the motivations of Cromwell (this links to the Edexcel controversy question about the limited successes of the Protectorate). They can also be used as a standalone activity looking at Cromwell’s personal correspondence. A sheet with suggested questions is provided.

Richard Cromwell’s letters.

There are a number of letters available at the Huntingdonshire Archives, and transcribing these could form part of the activity. Alternatively, transcripts of a few letters are available as part of this activity.

The letters provide a good comparison to those of his father as well as an insight into his life after abdicating. A sheet with suggested questions is provided.

The Army Petition, 1659

This is an example of one of the documents held by Huntingdonshire Archives. A transcription is also available as part of this activity along with some suggested questions and background information. Based on this activity, it is suggested that pupils could use this to guide the making of their own exercises on other documents held by the archives. It also provides the opportunity to put individual documents into context.

The Cromwell Museum in Huntingdon displays a large number of the major documents relating to the Civil War and Protectorate period.                                                                                                                                                                                                                               


This lesson plan has been produced as part of a Learning Links Project supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, and delivered by the History Department of Hinchingbrooke School, Huntingdon and the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon


