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LESSON PLAN: How has Hinchingbrooke School changed? (Transition)
Lesson Context

This lesson is designed to be a transition project for pupils in year 6 before they move up to secondary school and will give them an idea about what History lessons will be like. It is intended to link with the Cromwell Museum and archives, and it is suggested that a possible follow-up activity would be a visit to the Museum to see the original setting for the school.
Learning Objectives

To understand how school life has changed throughout history
To relate changes in schooling to local history
To comment upon the positives and negatives of different aspects of schooling
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the lesson we will have:

Considered a variety of changes in education and linked these to the history of Hinchingbrooke school
Pupils will have completed a table about the changes in education and a diary entry for one period.
Activities:
Introduction/Starter: 
The lesson should begin with a general introduction to Huntingdon and its local history. The pupils should be shown a copy of Speed’s map of Huntingdon from the 17th century (this is available on the PowerPoint or can be seen at Huntingdon library). Pupils should have a go at identifying some of the different places on it, and consider where they live (or their friends) in relation to the main sites. This should lead into a discussion about how Huntingdon has changed, and if there is time some of these ideas could be written down. This activity should be concluded with the teacher explaining the purpose of this lesson: to look at some of the changes in Huntingdon by focusing on the local school (this activity can easily be changed to look at a map of somewhere more local if necessary – the key point is to get pupils thinking about their local history.
Main body

In order to set the scene, the pupils are first shown a drawing of the interior of the Grammar School (in what is now the Cromwell Museum). Pupils are asked to try and identify what the picture is of, and should highlight some of the main features. If time, this could lead to a discussion about how there classroom is different. At this stage, the teacher should clearly introduce the school as being Huntingdon Grammar, the forerunner of Hinchingbrooke. Pupils are told that they will be looking at 4 different points in the history of the school to find out what it would have been like for their predecessors (again, this doesn’t have to be specific to Hinchingbrooke – the information about the history of schooling is generic and could be used to tie in with other areas).
Pupils should be divided into groups (4 if possible, or 8 if the class is large). Each pupil is given a copy of the table from the PowerPoint to fill in as they go. Each group is to spend between 5 and 15 minutes (depending on the length of the lesson) looking at school life in each of the 4 periods. This will require printed copies of the PowerPoint (School Information). Each information card contains some questions for consideration and a mini-activity as well as the information needed to complete the table. The idea is that the pupils should get a sense of how school has changed through the sort of activities children would be expected to do. If there is time, some of these activities could be done as a class.

Once the pupils have had chance to look at the information from each period they should return back to their seats and work out which period they would most like to have gone to school in. There is room at the bottom of the table for them to write this down, along with their reasons. Based on this, the pupils should now engage in a piece of extended writing which requires them to write a diary entry about school life in the period they have chosen. The PowerPoint provides some instructions for this, along with suggested topics and sentence starters. Once completed, these can be put together to form a class diary about the history of education in Huntingdon. 
Plenary

The plenary focuses on the modern school and what pupils can expect when they go there. Based on what they have learned during the lesson, the pupils should draw up a list of what they think will be different at Hinchingbrooke today and what they think will be the same. The PowerPoint contains some images and quotes to show them what the school is like, and can be used to answer any transition questions the pupils may have (again, this can be changed to add images of a different school if necessary).
Resources required:
PowerPoint – contains outline of all of the tasks along with the instructions and sentence starters for the extended writing
PowerPoint containing information about school life, and printed copies of this
Books/paper for extended writing
Place setting for 1970s activity
Links to the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon:
The PowerPoint clearly highlights that what is now the Cromwell Museum was originally Huntingdon Grammar School, and the pupils should be encouraged to visit it to see what the building is like. Information is also available about the history of the building, and could be used to help the pupils produce images. 
The overall aim of this lesson is to provide the pupils with some sense of local history, and as a result they should be encouraged to extend this by visiting some of the local sites.
This lesson plan has been produced as part of a Learning Links Project supported by the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council, and delivered by the History Department of Hinchingbrooke School, Huntingdon and the Cromwell Museum, Huntingdon
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