1653

Who were Cromwell’s enemies?

 ‘I am as much for a government by consent as any man, but where shall we find that consent?’   Cromwell
Who opposed him?

	ENEMY
	REASONS FOR HOSTILITY

	ROYALISTS
	· Execution of the King

· Their own losses after the CW

	PRESBYTERIAN GENTRY


	· Hated the obvious military power in Parliament

· Offended by Prides Purge which had excluded many of them

· Disliked Cromwell’s support for Independents and sects

	REPUBLICAN POLITICIANS
	· Ably led by Haselrig & Vane

· Bitter enemies of Cromwell after he expelled Rump

· Distrusted Cromwell adopting ‘trappings of monarchy’ [eg Court at Whitehall]

	LEVELLERS
	A spent force but resentment lived on

	FIFTH MONARCHISTS
	Said that when Barebones failed ‘he took the crown off the head of Christ and put it on his own.’


AND Cromwell’s problem was that, if he satisfied one group, he would upset another – e.g. his defence of liberty of conscience appealed to the more sensible sects BUT appalled the Presbyterians
Why didn’t he ally himself with one or other & avoid conflict?

Cromwell believed he had a divine mission to protect the interests of the ‘people of god’. He could no accept that their interests and the interests of the nation could be different.

He said ‘he sings sweetly that sings a song of reconciliation betwixt the two interests’

BUT the 2 interests were mutually exclusive:
Nation – stable government; led as usual by the well-to-do, politically conservative gentry classes. Cromwell wanted this too – hence his desire for ‘healing & settling’

People – Cromwell desired the rule of ‘godly men’. He considered this more important than social position – didn’t not consider the threat this posed to social hierarchy merited losing the desire to impose a ‘godly rule’.

In reality the 2 cannot be reconciled, except in Cromwell’s mind. Hence - all the problems of the Interregnum period.

